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ABSTRACT

This article presents a literary study of the diagnosis of Muslim decline and the concept
of social reform in Khwaja Altaf Husain Hali’s celebrated poem Madd-o-Jazr-e-Islam,
commonly known as Musaddas-e-Hali, in the light of Qur’anic principles. It argues that
Hali does not attribute the decline of the Muslim Ummah solely to the loss of political
power or external domination. Instead, he traces it to the separation of faith from action,
intellectual stagnation, moral deterioration, social disunity, ritualism, self-forgetfulness,
and the abandonment of collective responsibility. Employing thematic, analytical, and
intertextual methods, the study examines selected and textually verified stanzas of the
Musaddas in relation to Qur’anic principles such as self-transformation, self-
accountability, knowledge, justice, unity, enjoining good, mercy, hope, and collective
responsibility. The analysis demonstrates that Hali’s national elegy is not merely a
lamentation over past glory; rather, it constitutes a carefully constructed literary
movement from an awareness of decline to self-examination and from self-examination
to organised reform. The poem presents the Prophetic mission as an ethical and social
revolution founded upon knowledge, mercy, equality, justice, and concern for vulnerable
members of society. The article nevertheless maintains a critical distinction between
Hali’s historically conditioned poetic interpretations and the definitive meanings of the
Qur’anic text. It concludes that the Musaddas remains an influential reformative work
that translates major elements of Qur’anic social ethics into the historical experience,
emotional consciousness, and literary language of nineteenth-century Indian Muslim
society.

Keywords: Musaddas-e-Hali; Madd-o-Jazr-e-Islam; Altaf Husain Hali; Decline of the
Muslim Ummah; Social Reform; Qur’anic Principles; Urdu Poetry; Muslim Society;
Aligarh Movement; Literary Analysis
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