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ABSTRACT

The current wave of militancy in the Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
created renewed concerns regarding the social well-being and stability of local
communities. This study examines the perceived social impacts of militancy on
community life, education, livelihoods, displacement, family relations, social cohesion,
women, youth, and local institutional responses. The study employed a quantitative
survey design and collected responses from 100 participants through a structured
questionnaire. The respondents included 60 males and 40 females. Data were analyzed
through frequencies and percentages. The findings indicate that 60% of respondents
perceived a negative impact of the current wave of militancy on the overall social life of
local communities. However, the findings show comparatively lower levels of perceived
impact in specific social domains. Forty-five percent of respondents reported negative
effects on education, while 47% reported negative effects on employment and
livelihoods. Only 38% associated the current wave of militancy with displacement and
social disruption. Similarly, 30% perceived weakening of family relations and traditional
support systems, while 37% reported reduced social cohesion and trust. The perceived
impact on women and youth was also relatively low, with 20% and 15% of respondents,
respectively, reporting significant negative effects. Moreover, 60% of respondents
considered local institutions and community organizations adequately responsive to the
social consequences of militancy. The study concludes that the current wave of militancy
has affected the broader social environment of the Merged Districts, but its specific
impacts are uneven and context-dependent. The findings highlight the resilience of
family and community networks while emphasizing the need for continued institutional
support, economic development, education, and community-based peacebuilding.

Keywords: Militancy, Social Impacts, Merged Districts, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Social
Cohesion, Community Resilience, Education, Livelihoods

Introduction
The current wave of militancy has emerged as a major challenge to social stability,
community development, and institutional consolidation in the Merged Districts of
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The region, formerly known as the Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA), has historically remained wvulnerable to armed conflict, political
instability, militancy, displacement, and weak institutional development. Due to its
strategic geographical location along the Pakistan—Afghanistan border, the area has
remained deeply influenced by regional conflicts and transnational security
developments. Over the past several decades, local communities have experienced the
consequences of militancy and counter-militancy operations, including insecurity,
displacement, destruction of infrastructure, disruption of public services, and changes in
traditional social and political structures. These historical experiences have significantly
shaped the social conditions of the region and continue to influence the ways in which
local communities respond to renewed insecurity.

The constitutional merger of the former FATA with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 2018
represented a significant political and administrative transformation. The merger was
intended to bring the region into the mainstream constitutional, legal, administrative, and
developmental framework of Pakistan. It created expectations regarding improved
governance, greater access to public services, enhanced political participation, economic
development, and the strengthening of state institutions. The post-merger period,
therefore, represented an important phase of transition for the people of the Merged
Districts. However, the continuation and recurrence of militant activities have created
new challenges for this process of integration. Renewed insecurity may affect public
confidence, restrict economic activity, influence social interaction, and create difficulties
for the effective implementation of development and governance initiatives. The social
effects of militancy extend far beyond direct violence, casualties, and physical
destruction. Militancy can influence the everyday lives of individuals and communities
by creating fear, uncertainty, insecurity, and restrictions on movement. It may affect the
ability of people to access education, employment, healthcare, markets, and other
essential services. In addition, prolonged insecurity can influence family relations,
community interaction, social trust, and collective participation. The consequences of
militancy may also be particularly significant for vulnerable groups, including women,
children, youth, displaced populations, and households dependent on fragile livelihoods.
Therefore, the social impacts of militancy require analysis beyond conventional security
indicators.

Education represents one of the important areas through which the social consequences
of militancy can be examined. Educational institutions play a significant role in social
development, human capital formation, and social mobility. Insecurity can disrupt
educational activities by affecting attendance, mobility, institutional functioning, and the
willingness of families to send children to educational institutions. Similarly, militancy
may influence employment and livelihoods by disrupting markets, limiting mobility,
discouraging investment, and reducing economic opportunities. In areas where
communities already face socio-economic challenges, renewed insecurity may increase
existing vulnerabilities and create additional pressures on households.

Displacement is another important social consequence associated with conflict and
militancy. The former FATA has experienced large-scale population displacement during
earlier periods of conflict and military operations. Displacement can affect not only
housing and economic conditions but also family structures, social networks, community
relationships, and access to education and basic services. Although the nature and scale
of the current wave of militancy may differ from earlier periods of intense conflict, the
possibility of renewed displacement and social disruption remains an important concern.
The experiences of communities that have already undergone displacement may also
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influence their perceptions of current insecurity.

The relationship between militancy and social cohesion is equally significant. Social
cohesion is based on trust, cooperation, mutual support, and a sense of collective
belonging within communities. Persistent insecurity may weaken these relationships by
creating fear, suspicion, and social fragmentation. Individuals may reduce their
participation in social gatherings and community activities because of security concerns.
However, communities may also demonstrate resilience by relying on family networks,
traditional institutions, local leadership, and collective support mechanisms. In this
context, militancy may produce both social disruption and forms of community
solidarity. Understanding this relationship is particularly important in the Merged
Districts, where traditional social structures have historically played an important role in
community organization and conflict resolution. The social consequences of militancy
also require attention to the experiences of women and youth. Women may face
restrictions on mobility, education, employment, and participation in public life in
situations of insecurity. They may also carry additional responsibilities within
households affected by displacement, unemployment, or the loss of family members.
Young people may face challenges related to education, employment, mobility, and
participation in social activities. The absence of opportunities and the presence of
insecurity may create frustration and social vulnerability among youth. At the same time,
young people can also play a significant role in peace building, social development, and
community resilience. Therefore, examining the experiences of women and youth is
essential for developing a comprehensive understanding of the social impacts of
militancy.

Although considerable research has examined militancy, terrorism, counterterrorism,
security operations, governance, and political developments in the former FATA and the
Merged Districts, relatively limited attention has been given to the perceived social
impacts of the current wave of militancy. Much of the existing research has focused on
the causes of militancy, the activities of militant organizations, security challenges,
military operations, and counterterrorism policies. While these areas are important, a
social perspective is necessary to understand how renewed insecurity is experienced by
ordinary people and how it influences everyday community life. Furthermore, the current
situation requires renewed empirical investigation because the Merged Districts are
experiencing militancy within a different political and institutional context than previous
periods. The 2018 merger introduced a new phase of constitutional and administrative
integration, while renewed insecurity has created additional challenges for social
development and institutional consolidation. The social impacts of militancy may
therefore differ from those experienced during earlier periods of conflict. Examining
current public perceptions is particularly important for understanding whether renewed
militancy is producing significant changes in education, livelihoods, displacement,
family relations, social cohesion, gender relations, youth opportunities, and institutional
responses.

Statement of the Problem

The Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have experienced prolonged militancy,
conflict, displacement, and major political and institutional transformation, particularly
following the merger of the former FATA with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 2018. Despite
ongoing efforts toward regional integration and development, the resurgence of militancy
has raised renewed concerns about the social stability of local communities. Although
existing research has largely focused on the security, political, and counterterrorism
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dimensions of militancy, limited empirical attention has been given to its contemporary
social impacts in the post-merger context. In particular, insufficient research has
examined its perceived effects on education, livelihoods, displacement, family relations,
social cohesion, women, youth, and local institutions. Therefore, this study examines the
perceived social impacts of the current wave of militancy in the Merged Districts and
assesses its influence on different dimensions of social life and community resilience.

Literature Review

The social consequences of militancy in the Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
have attracted increasing scholarly and policy attention because of the region’s prolonged
exposure to armed conflict, counter-militancy operations, displacement, institutional
marginalization, and post-2018 political transformation. Although the former Federally
Administrated Tribal Areas (FATA) have historically been examined primarily through
the lenses of security, terrorism, governance, and counterterrorism, an expanding body of
literature emphasizes that militancy also produces significant social, economic,
psychological, and institutional consequences. The contemporary wave of militancy is
particularly important because it has emerged within a transformed political and
administrative environment following the merger of the former FATA with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in 2018. Existing scholarship demonstrates that the effects of militancy are
multidimensional, involving not only direct violence but also changes in social
relationships, education, livelihoods, displacement, community cohesion, and
institutional trust. Nevertheless, the existing literature remains fragmented, and relatively
few studies have systematically examined the perceived social consequences of the
current wave of militancy through contemporary primary data.

An important strand of the literature conceptualizes militancy as a multidimensional
social problem rather than merely a security phenomenon. Naz et al. (2013) argue that
militancy in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is closely connected with broader socio-economic and
cultural conditions, including poverty, social injustice, inadequate education,
unemployment, and institutional weakness. Their analysis emphasizes that militancy
generates personal, social, and psychological consequences that can undermine social
development, integration, and stability. The authors further argue that the persistence of
militancy cannot be addressed exclusively through coercive security measures; rather,
strengthening state institutions, improving education, expanding employment
opportunities, and addressing socio-economic deprivation are essential for reducing the
social foundations of militancy. This perspective is particularly relevant to the present
study because it establishes a direct conceptual relationship between militancy and the
broader social structure of affected communities.

The historical and structural implications of militancy in the tribal belt have also been
examined by Yousafzai, Jan, and Igbal (2020). Their study demonstrates that prolonged
militancy and armed conflict significantly affected the economic, social, cultural, and
psychological dimensions of life in the former FATA. The authors argue that the region’s
exposure to conflict, particularly after the post-2001 regional security transformation,
altered established patterns of social life and contributed to broader instability. Their
analysis further identifies the 2018 merger as a significant institutional development with
important implications for peace, stability, and governance. However, their study
primarily examines the broader implications of militancy and the transformation of the
tribal belt rather than empirically measuring contemporary public perceptions of specific
social impacts. The present study extends this discussion by focusing specifically on the
current wave of militancy and its perceived effects on various dimensions of community
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life.

A substantial body of literature has examined the relationship between militancy and
social capital in communities affected by prolonged conflict. Recent research on Darra
Adam Khel demonstrates that militancy can produce significant transformations in
traditional patterns of social organization and collective life. Bibi, Alam, and Aziz (2024)
found that militancy contributed to changes in community collectivity, disruption of the
traditional Hujra system, transformation of joint family structures, weakening of elder
authority, and increasing social fragmentation. Their findings suggest that prolonged
militancy may gradually transform the institutional and relational foundations of
traditional society. This perspective is highly relevant to the present study because family
relations, traditional community support systems, social trust, and social cohesion
constitute important dimensions of the social impacts examined in the current research.
At the same time, the findings of this study require further investigation in the context of
the contemporary wave of militancy and the post-merger environment.

The relationship between militancy and social capital has also been examined through
qualitative research on Darra Adam Khel, which identified changes in collective social
life, the weakening of traditional communal institutions, the transformation of family
structures, and reduced social control, by community elders. These findings indicate that
the consequences of militancy may persist even after the reduction of large-scale armed
conflict because prolonged insecurity can produce long-term changes in social
relationships and community institutions. However, such findings may not necessarily be
generalized to all Merged Districts. Differences in local history, tribal structure,
geographic location, intensity of militancy, and institutional development may produce
different social outcomes. Therefore, the present study seeks to examine whether
respondents perceive similar effects within the broader context of the current wave of
militancy.

Education represents another major area of concern within the existing literature.
Research on the Merged Districts has identified significant structural challenges in
educational development resulting from historical marginalization, poverty, cultural
barriers, and the legacy of militancy and military operations. Khan and Ali (2021) argue
that the educational sector in the former FATA has experienced long-term
underdevelopment and structural inequality. Their analysis emphasizes that decades of
conflict and militancy contributed to the weakness of educational infrastructure and
restricted opportunities for human development, particularly for young people and girls.
The authors further identify education as a central factor in the long-term development
and prosperity of the region. While this literature establishes the broader vulnerability of
education in the Merged Districts, the present study focuses specifically on whether local
respondents perceive the current wave of militancy as having a continuing negative
impact on educational activities.

The literature also highlights the relationship between militancy, economic vulnerability,
and livelihoods. Militancy can disrupt economic activity by restricting movement,
reducing market access, discouraging investment, damaging infrastructure, and creating
uncertainty for businesses and households. Earlier research on militancy in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has identified poverty, unemployment, and socio-economic deprivation as
both structural conditions associated with militancy and consequences of insecurity. This
relationship is particularly important in the Merged Districts, where communities have
historically experienced limited economic opportunities and restricted access to
development resources. The current wave of militancy may therefore have consequences
for employment and livelihood opportunities, although the extent of such effects may
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vary across communities and occupational groups. The present study addresses this issue
by empirically examining respondents’ perceptions regarding the impact of current
militancy on employment and livelihoods.

Displacement represents one of the most significant social consequences of earlier
periods of conflict in the former FATA. Armed conflict and military operations resulted
in large-scale population movements and disrupted household structures, livelihoods,
education, and community networks. The experience of displacement also created long-
term challenges related to return, rehabilitation, and social reintegration. However, the
contemporary security situation must be examined separately from earlier periods of
large-scale military operations. The current wave of militancy may produce different
patterns of insecurity and social disruption. Consequently, it is important to determine
whether local communities currently perceive militancy as a significant cause of
displacement. The present study contributes to this discussion by examining
contemporary perceptions regarding the relationship between militancy, displacement,
and social disruption.

The post-2018 merger provides an important institutional context for understanding the
contemporary social consequences of militancy. The merger was intended to extend
constitutional rights, formal governance institutions, public services, and development
opportunities to the former tribal areas. However, the process of institutional integration
has faced significant challenges. The World Bank has emphasized that the Newly
Merged Districts continue to experience substantial governance, service-delivery, social
inclusion, and security-related vulnerabilities. Communities that have experienced
prolonged conflict and institutional exclusion may possess limited trust in formal state
institutions, while delays in the effective implementation of integration may contribute to
instability and social vulnerability. This institutional context is significant for the present
study because the social effects of militancy cannot be separated from the changing
relationship between local communities and state institutions.

The literature further suggests that local institutions and traditional mechanisms remain
important sources of social stability in the Merged Districts. Traditional community
structures, local leadership, and informal systems of social support have historically
played important roles in dispute resolution, community organization, and collective
action. However, the relationship between traditional institutions and formal state
institutions has changed significantly following the merger. The effectiveness of local
institutions in addressing the consequences of renewed militancy therefore remains an
important empirical question. The present study examines this dimension by assessing
respondents’ perceptions regarding the role of local institutions and community
organizations in addressing the social consequences of militancy.

Although the existing literature provides important insights into the historical, structural,
educational, economic, institutional, and social consequences of militancy in the former
FATA and the Merged Districts, an important research gap remains. Much of the existing
scholarship focuses on the historical causes of militancy, military operations,
counterterrorism, governance, and the long-term consequences of earlier conflict.
Comparatively fewer studies have examined the perceived social impacts of the current
wave of militancy within the post-2018 institutional and political context. Furthermore,
the available literature often examines individual dimensions such as education, social
capital, displacement, or governance separately rather than analyzing them within a
broader framework of social impacts.

The present study addresses this gap by examining the contemporary social
consequences of militancy through primary data collected from 100 respondents,

632


http://www.thedssr.com/

www.thedssr.com

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR) ZP'
SE

ISSN Online: 3007-3154
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 DIALOGUE SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Vol. 4 No. 3 (Mar) (2026)

comprising 60 males and 40 females. It focuses on the perceived effects of the current
wave of militancy on overall social life, education, employment and livelihoods,
displacement, family relations, traditional community support systems, social cohesion,
women, youth, and the role of local institutions. By bringing these dimensions together
within a single empirical framework, the study seeks to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of how the current wave of militancy is perceived by local communities in
the Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. In doing so, it contributes to the growing
literature on the social consequences of militancy and provides a contemporary empirical
perspective on the relationship between insecurity, social resilience, and institutional
transformation in the post-merger period.

Research Methodology

The present study adopted a quantitative, cross sectional survey research design to
examine the perceived social impacts of the current wave of militancy in the Merged
Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The population of the study comprised individuals
possessing relevant knowledge, awareness, or experience of the prevailing social and
security conditions in the region. A total of 100 respondents were selected through
purposive sampling, including 60 males (60%) and 40 females (40%). Purposive
sampling was considered appropriate because the study required respondents capable of
providing informed perceptions regarding the social consequences of militancy. Primary
data were collected during July 2026 through a structured questionnaire developed in
accordance with the objectives of the study. The questionnaire examined respondents’
perceptions regarding the impact of militancy on overall social life, educational
activities, employment and livelihood opportunities, displacement and social disruption,
family relations, traditional community support systems, social cohesion and trust,
women, youth, and the role of local institutions and community organizations.
Respondents were asked to indicate whether they agreed or disagreed with the statements
presented in the questionnaire. The collected data were analyzed through descriptive
statistical techniques, particularly frequencies and percentages. Since the total sample
consisted of 100 respondents, the frequency of each response directly corresponded to its
percentage. The findings were organized into tables and graphical representations to
facilitate the systematic interpretation and comparison of respondents’ perceptions
regarding the various social impacts of the current wave of militancy. Throughout the
research process, ethical principles were observed by ensuring voluntary participation,
confidentiality of responses, and the use of collected information exclusively for
academic purposes.

Results and Findings
Table 1: Gender Distribution of Respondents

Gender Frequency Percentage

Male 60 60%
Female 40 40%
Total 100 100%

Interpretation: Table 1 presents the gender distribution of the respondents. The sample
consisted of 60 male respondents, representing 60% of the total sample, and 40 female
respondents, representing 40%. The inclusion of respondents from both genders provides
a broader perspective on the perceived social impacts of the current wave of militancy.
Although the sample contains a higher proportion of male respondents, the participation
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of 40% female respondents ensures that women’s perspectives are also represented in the

study.

Table2. Perceived Impact of Militancy on Overall Social Life
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 60 60%
Disagree 40 40%
Total 100 100%

Table 2 indicates that 60% of respondents agreed that the current wave of militancy has
negatively affected the overall social life of local communities, whereas 40% disagreed.
The findings indicate that a majority of respondents perceive militancy as a significant
factor influencing the broader social environment of the Merged Districts. This result
suggests that the effects of militancy extend beyond direct security concerns and may
influence perceptions of social stability and everyday community life.

Table 3: Perceived Impact of Militancy on Educational Activities
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 45 45% |
Disagree 55 55%
Total 100 100%

Table 3 shows that 45% of respondents agreed that the current wave of militancy has
negatively affected educational activities, while 55% disagreed. Although a considerable
proportion of respondents perceived a negative impact on education, the majority did not
identify a significant effect. This finding suggests that the perceived consequences of
current militancy for educational activities may vary among communities and
respondents.

Table 4: Impact on Employment and Livelihoods
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 47 47%
Disagree 53 53%
Total 100 100%

The findings show a relatively divided perception regarding employment and livelihoods.
While 47% agreed that militancy had negatively affected employment and livelihood
opportunities, 53% disagreed.

Table 5: Displacement and Social Disruption
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 38 38%
Disagree 62 62%
Total 100 100%

Table 5 indicates that 38% of respondents agreed that the current wave of militancy has
contributed to displacement and social disruption, whereas 62% disagreed. The majority
perception suggests that the current wave of militancy has not, at the time of the survey,
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produced displacement and social disruption on a scale comparable to previous periods
of large-scale conflict in the former FATA. Nevertheless, the responses of 38% of
participants indicate that displacement and social disruption remain relevant concerns for
a considerable proportion of the surveyed population.

Table 6: Family Relations and Traditional Support Systems

Response Frequency Percentage
/Agree 30 30% |
Disagree 70 70%

Total 100 100%

The findings indicate that 70% of respondents did not perceive a significant weakening
of family relations and traditional community support systems. Only 30% agreed that
militancy had weakened these relationships.

Table 7: Social Cohesion and Community Trust
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree |37 | 37% |
Disagree |63 63%
Total 100 100%

The results show that 37% of respondents agreed that militancy had reduced social trust
and cohesion, whereas 63% disagreed. This suggests that existing social bonds may
remain relatively strong despite the security challenges.

Table 8: Impact on Women
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 20 20%
Disagree 80 80%
Total 100 100%

Table 8. Perceived Impact of Militancy on Women
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 20 20%
Disagree 80 80%
Total 100 100%

Table 8 indicates that 20% of respondents agreed that the current wave of militancy has
created significant restrictions on women’s mobility, education, and social participation,
while 80% disagreed. The majority of respondents therefore did not perceive severe
direct effects on women in relation to the dimensions examined. However, this finding
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reflects the perceptions of the surveyed respondents and should not be interpreted as
evidence that women experience no challenges. More focused gender-sensitive research
may provide a deeper understanding of the specific experiences of women in the Merged
Districts.

Table 9: Impact on Youth
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 15 15%
Disagree 85 85%
Total 100 100%

The findings show that only 15% of respondents agreed that youth have experienced
serious challenges in education, employment, and social participation because of
militancy, while 85% disagreed.

Table 10: Role of Local Institutions
Response Frequency Percentage

Agree 60 60%
Disagree|| 40 40%
Total 100 100%

Table 10 indicates that 60% of respondents agreed that local institutions and community
organizations are adequately addressing the social consequences of militancy, while 40%
disagreed. The majority perception suggests that local institutions and community
organizations may be contributing to social stability and helping communities respond to
the challenges associated with militancy. However, the 40% disagreement represents a
considerable proportion of respondents and indicates that institutional performance is not
perceived uniformly. This finding highlights the need for continued efforts to strengthen
institutional capacity, improve service delivery, and enhance coordination between local
institutions and affected communities.

Results and Findings

This section presents the empirical findings of the study based on data collected from
100 respondents regarding the perceived social impacts of the current wave of militancy
in the Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The data were collected through a
structured questionnaire and analyzed using descriptive statistical techniques, particularly
frequencies and percentages, to identify patterns in respondents’ perceptions. The
analysis focuses on several important dimensions of social life, including the overall
social environment, educational activities, employment and livelihood opportunities,
displacement and social disruption, family relations and traditional community support
systems, social cohesion and community trust, the situation of women and youth, and the
role of local institutions and community organizations. Since the total sample consisted
of 100 respondents, the frequency of each response directly corresponds to its
percentage. The findings are presented systematically through tables, followed by
academic interpretations of the responses, in order to assess the extent to which the
current wave of militancy has affected different aspects of social life and to determine
whether local communities and institutions continue to demonstrate resilience in the face
of prevailing security challenges.
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Discussion

The findings of this study provide important insights into the social impacts of the
current wave of militancy in the Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Overall, the
results indicate that militancy continues to influence the broader social environment of
local communities, although its effects vary considerably across different social
dimensions. The finding that 60% of respondents perceived a negative impact on overall
social life suggests that the current wave of militancy remains a significant source of
social concern. This finding demonstrates that the consequences of militancy extend
beyond direct violence and physical insecurity and may influence the broader social
environment in which individuals and communities live and interact. However, the fact
that 40% of respondents did not perceive a negative impact on overall social life also
indicates that the experience of militancy is not uniform across the surveyed population.
Differences in geographical location, personal experience, exposure to insecurity, and
social background may contribute to variations in how communities perceive the
consequences of militancy.

The findings further demonstrate that the perceived impact of militancy varies across
specific social sectors. Although a majority of respondents identified a negative impact
on overall social life, most respondents did not perceive significant negative effects on
education, employment and livelihoods, displacement, family relations, social cohesion,
women, or youth. This pattern suggests that the current wave of militancy may be
influencing the broader social atmosphere without necessarily causing the complete
breakdown of specific social institutions. The findings therefore challenge the
assumption that militancy produces uniform social disruption across all dimensions of
community life. Instead, they indicate that local communities may continue to maintain
important social relationships and institutional structures despite the presence of renewed
insecurity.

The relatively divided responses concerning education and employment are particularly
significant. Forty-five percent of respondents agreed that militancy had negatively
affected educational activities, whereas 55% disagreed. Similarly, 47% perceived
negative effects on employment and livelihoods, compared with 53% who disagreed.
These findings suggest that the consequences of militancy in these areas are neither
entirely absent nor uniformly experienced. The close distribution of responses may
reflect differences in local security conditions, occupational backgrounds, access to
educational institutions, and individual exposure to militancy. In some communities,
insecurity may create restrictions on movement, interrupt educational activities, or
reduce economic opportunities, while other communities may continue to experience
relatively stable educational and livelihood conditions. The results therefore indicate that
the social and economic consequences of the current wave of militancy are likely to be
context-dependent.

The findings concerning displacement and social disruption are also important in light of
the historical experience of the former FATA. The Merged Districts have previously
experienced extensive displacement and social disruption as a result of armed conflict
and military operations. However, 62% of respondents disagreed that the current wave of
militancy had significantly contributed to displacement and social disruption, while 38%
agreed. This finding may indicate that the current wave of militancy has not, at the time
of the survey, generated displacement on a scale comparable to earlier periods of large-
scale conflict. It may also reflect differences in the intensity and geographical spread of
contemporary militant activities. Nevertheless, the fact that more than one-third of
respondents perceived displacement and social disruption as a consequence of current
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militancy demonstrates that these issues remain relevant. The findings should therefore
be interpreted as indicating a comparatively limited perceived impact rather than the
complete absence of displacement-related consequences.

One of the most important findings of the study concerns the continued strength of
family relations and traditional community support systems. Seventy percent of
respondents disagreed that militancy had weakened family relations and traditional
community support systems, while only 30% agreed. This finding suggests that
traditional social structures continue to provide an important foundation of stability
within local communities. Family and kinship networks have historically played a central
role in the social organization of the Merged Districts, and their continued strength may
enable communities to manage the social pressures associated with insecurity. These
networks may provide emotional support, mutual assistance, social protection, and
collective coping mechanisms during periods of uncertainty. The findings therefore
suggest that the social consequences of militancy should be examined not only in terms
of social disruption but also through the lens of community resilience.

The findings related to social cohesion and community trust further reinforce this
interpretation. While 37% of respondents agreed that militancy had reduced social
cohesion and community trust, 63% disagreed. The majority response suggests that
existing social bonds have remained relatively strong despite the security challenges
associated with the current wave of militancy. This finding may indicate that local
communities continue to rely on established social relationships and collective networks
to maintain cooperation and mutual support. However, the 37% who perceived a decline
in social cohesion represent a considerable proportion of the respondents and should not
be ignored. This suggests that the effects of militancy may vary across communities and
those certain areas or groups may be experiencing greater social fragmentation than
others.

The findings regarding women and youth present a comparatively less negative
perception of the social consequences of militancy. Only 20% of respondents agreed that
women had experienced significant restrictions in mobility, education, and social
participation, while 80% disagreed. Similarly, only 15% agreed that youth had
experienced serious challenges in education, employment, and social participation,
whereas 85% disagreed. These results indicate that the majority of respondents did not
perceive severe direct impacts on women and youth. However, these findings require
careful interpretation. The results reflect the perceptions of the respondents surveyed and
should not be understood as evidence that women and youth face no challenges. The
experiences of these groups may differ according to gender, age, location, social status,
and personal exposure to insecurity. Furthermore, some effects may be indirect or
gradual and may not be fully captured through a simple agree/disagree questionnaire.
Further gender- and age-specific research would therefore be useful for developing a
more comprehensive understanding of the social consequences of militancy for women
and youth.

The role of local institutions and community organizations represents another important
dimension of the findings. Sixty percent of respondents agreed that local institutions and
community organizations were adequately addressing the social consequences of
militancy, while 40% disagreed. The majority perception indicates that local institutions
may be contributing to social stability and assisting communities in managing the
challenges associated with insecurity. This finding is particularly significant in the
context of the post-merger transformation of the former FATA, where institutional
capacity and effective governance remain central to long-term social stability. However,
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the 40% disagreement also indicates that institutional performance is not perceived
uniformly. This finding suggests that while local institutions may be contributing
positively in some contexts, further efforts are required to strengthen institutional
capacity, improve public service delivery, and enhance coordination between state
institutions and local communities.

Taken together, the findings reveal a complex and uneven pattern of social impacts. The
strongest perceived impact was identified in relation to overall social life, where 60% of
respondents reported a negative effect. However, the majority of respondents did not
perceive severe negative effects on specific social sectors, including family relations,
social cohesion, women, youth, displacement, and education. This apparent contrast
suggests that militancy may create a broader atmosphere of insecurity and social concern
without necessarily resulting in the complete disruption of specific social institutions.
The findings therefore highlight the importance of distinguishing between the general
social environment and the functioning of individual social structures.

The findings also demonstrate the importance of community resilience in understanding
the contemporary social consequences of militancy in the Merged Districts. The
continued strength of family relations, traditional support systems, and social cohesion
suggests that local communities possess important social resources for coping with
insecurity. However, community resilience should not be interpreted as an alternative to
effective governance or institutional intervention. Prolonged insecurity may gradually
place pressure on social relationships, economic opportunities, educational activities, and
institutional capacity. Therefore, the resilience identified in the present study requires
sustained support through effective public institutions, improved services, economic
opportunities, and community-based interventions.

Overall, the study demonstrates that the current wave of militancy has generated broader
concerns regarding social life in the Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, but its
effects are not uniform across all dimensions of social structure. The findings indicate
that while the broader social environment is perceived negatively by a majority of
respondents, important social institutions and community relationships continue to
demonstrate considerable resilience. The social impacts of militancy are therefore
multidimensional and context-dependent, shaped by the interaction between insecurity,
community structures, institutional responses, and local experiences. The findings
emphasize that responses to militancy should extend beyond security-oriented measures
and should also address the social conditions that influence community stability.
Strengthening education, livelihoods, local governance, community institutions, and
social cohesion is essential for reducing the long-term social consequences of militancy
and supporting sustainable stability in the Merged Districts

Conclusion

This study examined the perceived social impacts of the current wave of militancy in the
Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Drawing on primary data collected from 100
respondents, the findings demonstrate that the contemporary wave of militancy continues
to influence the broader social environment of local communities. A majority of
respondents perceived a negative impact on overall social life, indicating that renewed
insecurity remains an important concern for community stability and social well-being.
However, the findings did not indicate majority agreement regarding severe negative
effects on educational activities, employment and livelihoods, displacement, family
relations, social cohesion, women, or youth. This pattern demonstrates that the social
consequences of current militancy are complex, uneven, and multidimensional rather
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than uniform across all areas of social life. An important conclusion emerging from the
study is that local communities continue to demonstrate considerable social resilience.
Family relations, traditional community support systems, and social cohesion were not
perceived by the majority of respondents to have experienced severe deterioration. These
findings suggest that established social networks and community relationships continue
to provide important mechanisms of support and stability in the face of insecurity.
Similarly, the positive perception of local institutions and community organizations
among the majority of respondents indicates that these institutions may play an important
role in addressing social challenges and supporting community resilience. Nevertheless,
the significant proportion of respondents who expressed negative perceptions in several
areas demonstrates that the social consequences of militancy should not be
underestimated.

The study concludes that addressing the current wave of militancy in the Merged
Districts requires a comprehensive and multidimensional approach. Security measures
remain essential for reducing violence and maintaining public safety; however, security
interventions alone cannot ensure sustainable peace and long-term stability. Effective
policy responses must also focus on strengthening local institutions, improving
educational and livelihood opportunities, supporting vulnerable communities, enhancing
public service delivery, and reinforcing community-based mechanisms of social cohesion
and peace building. Particular attention should be given to the continued strengthening of
family and community networks, which represent important sources of resilience in the
region. Ultimately, sustainable peace in the Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
requires more than the reduction of militant violence. It requires the development of
resilient social structures, effective institutions, inclusive governance, economic
opportunities, and meaningful community participation. The findings of this study
demonstrate that despite the continuing challenges associated with militancy, local
communities retain important capacities for resilience and social adaptation.
Strengthening these existing capacities through coordinated security, governance,
development, and community-based interventions can contribute significantly to long-
term peace, social stability, and sustainable development in the Merged Districts.
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