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Abstract

In contemporary discourse, human rights are often upheld as the central moral
framework of modernity. This article critically examines that assumption,
arguing that modern human rights derive from secular Enlightenment
humanism rather than religious authority, thereby replacing traditional moral
foundations. The study traces the development of these ideas from the
Renaissance and Reformation through Enlightenment thinkers such as Rousseau
and the French Revolution, through the Industrial Revolution, and culminating
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948). It emphasizes key
philosophical premises: anthropocentric humanism and rationalism, individual
free will, and utilitarian (teleological) ethics, alongside a thorough secularization
of morality and a critique of religion. Moral validity is measured by social utility
and practical outcomes rather than any divine mandate. The Article also analyzes
socio-political consequences: the elevation of individualism and materialism, the
erosion of family and community structures, and the spread of Western cultural
norms through globalization, neo-colonial influence, and “soft power.” It
questions the presumed universality of modern human rights, highlighting their
cultural biases and ethical limitations. In conclusion, the study calls for a more
nuanced understanding of human rights—one that recognizes their historical
context and balances universal ideals with local values.

Keywords: Renaissance, Reformation, Modernity, Humanism, Free-will, Enlightment,
Rationalism, Globalization
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