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ABSTRACT

This study explores Allama Igbal’s concept of “Khudi” (selthood) within postcolonial,
psychological, and intellectual frameworks. Khudi constitutes the central philosophical
principle in Igbal’s poetry, emphasizing the cultivation of inner strength, consciousness,
and moral responsibility in individuals. The research employs perspectives from
deconstruction and psychoanalytic criticism to analyze how Khudi functions as a
dynamic and evolving system, facilitating human consciousness, self-identity, and
spiritual autonomy.

The findings reveal that Khudi is not a fixed or complete concept; rather, it represents a
continuous, developmental process. From a deconstructive perspective, Igbal’s poetry
destabilizes the binary oppositions and centralized authority imposed by colonial
narratives. Colonial powers attempted to portray Eastern identities as inferior while
naturalizing Western superiority. Khudi, however, challenges this discourse, introducing
multiplicity of meanings, interpretive openness, and creative freedom. It encourages the
individual to perceive themselves not as subordinate or diminished but as an active,
creative, and dignified being.

From a psychoanalytic perspective, Khudi functions as a constructive and therapeutic
process addressing the internal tensions between the ego, unconscious, and superego.
During the colonial era, feelings of inadequacy, psychological oppression, and identity
crises afflicted the colonized individual. Igbal’s concept of Khudi provides a means to
mitigate these effects, strengthening both personal psychological resilience and collective
consciousness. Through Khudi, creative and moral capacities are cultivated on both
individual and societal levels, fostering intellectual awakening within the community.
The intersection of deconstructive and psychoanalytic approaches highlights that Khudi
is neither a final solution nor a fixed truth but a continuous inquiry and process of self-
formation. It offers new interpretive possibilities for each generation of readers and
promotes moral and creative autonomy. This dynamic quality renders Khudi an effective
and enduring concept both in the colonial context and contemporary society.

The study also recommends integrating Igbal’s concept of Khudi into educational
curricula, workshops, seminars, and training programs. Such initiatives would allow
students, researchers, and social thinkers to engage deeply with the complexity and
intellectual richness of the concept. Applying Khudi in practice can enhance creative
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initiative, intellectual freedom, and ethical awareness, benefiting both individual and
collective spheres.

In conclusion, Allama Igbal’s concept of Khudi represents a multidimensional
intellectual, psychological, and ethical framework that strengthens personal identity,
creative potential, and collective consciousness. It serves as a powerful mode of
resistance against colonial domination while remaining a relevant and guiding principle
for contemporary individuals and societies seeking moral, intellectual, and spiritual
development. Khudi thus embodies a holistic philosophy that bridges personal
empowerment with collective awakening, illustrating the enduring relevance of Igbal’s
thought across historical and modern contexts.

Keywords:Khudi; Selfhood; Allama Igbal; Postcolonial Theory; Psychoanalytic
Criticism; Deconstruction; Identity Formation; Colonial Discourse; Psychological
Empowerment; Spiritual Autonomy
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g Jacques Derrida, Of Grammatology, trans. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1976), 6-10.
* _ Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1978), 1-3.

* _Frantz F anon, Black Skin, White Masks (New York: Grove Press, 1967), 18-22.
20


http://www.thedssr.com/

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR '
www.thegdssr.com ( ) leg

ISSN Online: 3007-3154
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 DIALOGUE SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Vol. 4 No. 2 (February) (2026)
/f“‘gjl.zzuLﬁ,@Qf’/}ﬂ;;u._f;,;j@lsfﬁ#d;iug&d;ﬁi
S S L S g L e s | e Bre
Gt &S ot AL e WS 1 LG8 S S S
Lo i $1=P (e 53— S S S s
T ety St S o) WP

i F LT $# T I St WIS St =1 =5 26
g/u1d~u:ulpfg.;.é&.‘/uq<§_%_~,ﬂdr’”w:/}fu?/
Z ,«:):JL:»J sl By g Ju — L AE u’):’ D,
;;L“/.JL/%L/WI_J/.;/d;ifq_gﬁii;;,g.,/adulf}—‘/
G~ S U I TSP E o oo — e S
(E oy b L~ G~ SU I~ e
NGy COST SV STy Uy U A U S T P
et~

SIS IS S st S i3 P U~ U T —
L/_*al:"uuL./‘?‘g_d/u..‘/éj_w&L.’@UMb_'J:f-)”%fi_,«zf/f/;ﬁy
Losis & e o oA (1532 2 5L (Orientalism) 3151 S Ut
25l $pme (S E S eI~ e S U IS
Ju,gmd%jfdwfuul3}‘34_8/u3<’*~?jujdpd;uuu._ﬂ

.

_g_t‘Ué".L//?ubL@""

it L LT 68 76 S b S W E St 1 =5 26 F
g'/utd“u:UI/JK.;,éC—:’/uLx‘?:g_%_",ﬁidr‘um/}f‘/u?/
[,,g:ﬁf"@gﬂ sl By e 6 w:./u’u_ﬂg/u); u’p sl Jis
;LL”/.L;L"/ZL‘L/L»L/IJ/yd;ifq_gnfu.;g.:/adulf;ﬁ/

-12-94201 1f#&/{_"ﬁdﬁ/l;lZ/ﬂU)#&/l_j,L“dvul,g,g_'}d‘:’grdL‘ﬁl,;j_s
21


http://www.thedssr.com/

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR '
www.thegdssr.com ( ) leg

ISSN Online: 3007-3154
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 DIALOGUE SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Vol. 4 No. 2 (February) (2026)

(S’C/&J..J:'Kd;u’l)f&l,ﬁmd}ljl’dpuﬂ:u..‘//ur’d,@;_(}/fd/

)?LWJJ’M&FJUJW!m’L./m’L./L_“«L“/Ju;’g_
_g‘_t‘/ﬂlf-')

(Deconstruotion)_“.a.lé'ﬂ'L/;/:__@(.:/—"’ &L/-J’]
_/Jd&/}fﬂ_{lm,i_»—/f;u&/‘fyl,uziduqyzf;,lﬁuy
&:/J"u'/i_“/J_“/_f/f;l,gu._ﬂj/:’bgﬁ')u—')k{%d/u-)'q_
L e o e T o S S S
(deferral) ~t»I (difference) STy W S 1y o of Y A DT
.,:jL’/gfujL/rébLCu‘iJDifférance u&cg_t‘ggﬁ.’@‘u&/‘yé—
—L2. =L (closed structure) =S e LSS~ v Yy

_4_3”5;4/;}7&(&(?'/#:}”!&/
Mo S e Mo staznd et § e By~ J\ T
2,3 L (Binary Oppositions) —=_bld §5* s f i 7 é’A":H‘jL
(A VTSP N S S S & (B C g g
= G e L e S ~ﬁ/)/@§;8n(})"dr—i}ﬁwﬁj’
— T Y= By e K=, :‘/(power relations)
Sreg bl 7 A e WS L ST S
fg_t“/um;/dff-/‘ub/dxfgd/‘}’”&/m
.Aag...,//.:é}L%;!J&éu;;[”d;f“gr‘?u“‘/dJJu‘/d/JL.ﬁl._/U-/
$r# L bt LTS e G 0 SR L U S (T

° Jacques Derrida, Of Grammatology, trans. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1976), 6-10.
[ Jacques Derrida, Writing and Difference, trans. Alan Bass (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978),

278-280.
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25


http://www.thedssr.com/

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR '
www.thegdssr.com ( ) ieg

ISSN Online: 3007-3154
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 DIALOGUE SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Vol. 4 No. 2 (February) (2026)
2 QS B s (e SIS st

_.,;/“u""u..jCf'_,gddwumfd;i-g_r/uw.;éw/é’/»y
LW/U)}Q/}UJ/J?}# (;Lju..‘/u-)'q_g/?u(Symbolic Order)
_g_b‘/ié)/vu}’

(therapeutic J"/f U'“; (2 _,g:’/d;i JJL_)'I u&/‘,-)u[,&)?(}y
Jg/ul<_J?Lu‘/1:’/;/-?n‘y.,/-q_ﬁﬁQL;/lfyuéprocess)
NPENEENT AP (W D Uy - =N U CIY S (Y PRSI
ok SIS L e a5 B P A L

Py

7525 e S P e SIS e ST i S LK
e e g S 0GB §S bt o & e (I \T
€3 e LI Ui 1 s F— S I S S it S

Y S B IV [JU S-S NP CS

J=F G275 1 B e
G = i L s i S F L s A
T 072 G 5155 e sl § o1l o P u i s = s s
M%Lf NP SNy S Z’m‘(i-’““‘ﬂ""';uﬁ-?u QualTs st S
I e et b B (IS e 2 K 5L s
ubai‘Jnt%;,g/@mut"éénz?dpﬂu-q_@u}b/&L./'ﬁ

L4J/intemalized oppression Lcolonial mentality (& —=_ I b* &L}LU

26


http://www.thedssr.com/

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR '
www.thegdssr.com ( ) ieg

ISSN Online: 3007-3154
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 DIALOGUE SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW

Vol. 4 No. 2 (February) (2026)
SR o LG (551 76 T i M e

_g_t‘l’&L./u..‘/_“uﬂd/J‘/f;J

S LN I s Sl U ey [ 2 L=
Ju}”uJ,u(uﬁgﬁu‘}.ﬁf”-’;mﬁ/{uiﬁftﬁ//zwwﬂ;LM-A
S b Ko 60 e oo (Pl i Sl ;L
J=F 9 187 (the Other) e — 15 d_ i1 b s iisl S =5
U2 S e e e SIS §S b S8 L $50 3 25
D (2 5L $8me (I S P i L S
e S SEY

e At T sk T S S s L U
— oGl P Qe ol b S #1550 56755 S ¢
G Seh S Uil B S a2 e i
KT 2 S et by~ T I A AU S U e
thuu/m-')ﬁg_(w;m&)wJ‘-"’wd;jfg_mc_d;m’dpmu”u’JL}T

_g_éu;.;,;jc;_;uﬁu/w[_

féuL/L’«ul/r‘Y*f{_* “sz("'l ng;iub/,-Jud/la&/n

/—../j/_z,;// =] 52 S e - oS s e T 5 S
Joi Sl S S B T iy

" _ Ashis Nandy, The Intimate Enemy: Loss and Recovery of Self under Colonialism (Delhi: Oxford
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5 _Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1978),7-9.
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