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ABSTRACT 

This research article delves into the intricate and multifaceted issue of land grabbing in 

Pakistan, orchestrated by powerful land mafias, and the legal framework that governs 

land disputes in the country. It explores the prevalence and profound impact of land 

mafias, the effectiveness of existing land laws, the pivotal role of law enforcement 

agencies and collaborative efforts aimed at addressing this pressing issue within Pakistan. 

Land mafias, with their audacious ability to illegally acquire land, displace communities, 

and exploit legal ambiguities have cast a long shadow over Pakistan's property rights 

landscape. Operating with apparent impunity, they have contributed to the erosion of 

property rights, engendered a climate of fear, and exacerbated socio-economic 

disparities.  

The legal framework in Pakistan albeit comprehensive, grapples with issues of 

complexity and ambiguity rendering it vulnerable to exploitation by land mafias. The 

current research advocates for the necessity of legal reforms emphasizing the need to 

simplify property rights, streamline land titling processes, and clarify dispute resolution 

mechanisms. A call for regular reviews and updates of land laws is made, ensuring their 

adaptability to evolving challenges. The role of law enforcement agencies in addressing 

land grabbing is pivotal. The article underscores the significance of capacity building 

through specialized training programs, the adoption of modern technology for forensic 

analysis of land records, and the allocation of adequate resources. Transparency and 

accountability mechanisms, including independent oversight bodies and the integration 

of body-worn cameras, are hailed as essential tools to cultivate trust and ensure equitable 

outcomes in land-related cases. 
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Introduction: 

Land, in many societies, represents not just a piece of earth but an embodiment of 

identity, livelihood, and dreams. In Pakistan, a nation where agriculture forms the 

backbone of the economy and land ownership often defines social status, the issue of 

land grabbing, locally known as "Qabza," has emerged as a pressing and pervasive 
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concern.1 This research article delves into the intricate web of the anti-Qabza (land 

grabbing) mafia, the legal mechanisms in place to combat this menace, and the broader 

socio-economic implications of this multifaceted problem. The term "Qabza" itself 

encapsulates a complex phenomenon. It refers to the illegal occupation of land by 

powerful individuals, often with political or criminal affiliations, at the expense of 

rightful landowners or the state. This practice involves fraudulent land transfers, forgery, 

threats, and sometimes even violence. The victims of land grabbing range from 

vulnerable small-scale farmers to marginalized communities, exacerbating existing 

inequalities and undermining the rule of law. The issue of land grabbing is not unique to 

Pakistan, but it has taken on a particularly insidious form in the country due to a 

confluence of historical, economic, and political factors. Pakistan's rich agricultural 

lands, limited land reforms, and weak land administration systems have created fertile 

ground for land mafias to flourish. These mafias often operate with impunity, exploiting 

legal loopholes and corrupt practices to gain control over valuable parcels of land. 

To tackle this menace, Pakistan has enacted a series of laws and regulations aimed at 

curbing land grabbing and restoring rightful ownership. These laws include the Punjab 

Land Revenue Act, the Sindh Land Revenue Act, and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Land 

Revenue Act, among others. Additionally, the judiciary has played a pivotal role in 

adjudicating land-related disputes, often serving as a last resort for aggrieved parties. 

However, despite these legal provisions and judicial interventions, the Qabza mafia 

continues to thrive, raising questions about the effectiveness of existing legal frameworks 

and the ability of law enforcement agencies to combat this deeply entrenched problem. 

The authors within this research explore the strengths and weaknesses of these legal 

mechanisms and their practical implementation in the context of Pakistan's socio-

political landscape. Furthermore, land grabbing is not merely a legal issue; it has far-

reaching socio-economic implications. It disrupts rural communities, displaces 

vulnerable populations, and hampers agricultural productivity – a sector critical to 

Pakistan's food security and economic stability. The research also delves into these 

broader ramifications, shedding light on how land grabbing perpetuates poverty and 

social unrest.  

2. The land grabbing, or the illegal seizure of land by individuals or groups often referred 

to as the "land mafia," remains a persistent and pressing issue in Pakistan. Effectively 

addressing this problem requires a multifaceted approach, with law enforcement agencies 

playing a central role in maintaining the rule of law and protecting the rights of 

landowners and communities. The research further describes the the pivotal role of law 

enforcement agencies in combatting land mafia activities and the critical aspect of 

accountability within this context. The importance of effective law enforcement cannot 

be overstated. These agencies serve as the frontline defense against land grabbing, 

investigating illicit activities, and ensuring that justice is served. However, the challenge 

lies not only in understanding the responsibilities and mandates of these agencies but also 

in acknowledging the obstacles and constraints they face in carrying out their duties. 

Moreover, ensuring accountability and transparency within law enforcement is essential 

to maintaining public trust and preventing corruption and collusion that may exacerbate 

the issue of land grabbing. 

                                                        
1
 Daniel, S. (2011). Land grabbing and potential implications for world food security. In 

Sustainable Agricultural Development: Recent Approaches in Resources Management and 

Environmentally-Balanced Production Enhancement (pp. 25-42). 
2
 De Schutter, O. (2011). How not to think of land-grabbing: Three critiques of large-scale 

investments in farmland. The Journal of Peasant Studies, 38(2), 249-279. 
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The article explores the intricacies of law enforcement in the battle against land grabbing 

in Pakistan. The author analyses the various law enforcement agencies and their 

respective roles, shed light on the challenges that hinder their efforts, and discuss 

mechanisms in place for ensuring accountability. Additionally, the authors examine 

specific case studies that illustrate the real-world challenges and successes of law 

enforcement agencies in combating land mafia activities. Land grabbing, a persistent 

issue in Pakistan, poses a multifaceted challenge to the integrity of property rights and 

land tenure systems. To address this issue effectively, it is crucial to understand the legal 

framework that governs land and property rights in the country. Pakistan has enacted 

several laws and regulations over the years to regulate land-related matters. These 

include the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, which defines the process for land acquisition 

for public purposes, the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, governing property transfers, and 

the Registration Act, 1908, ensuring the legal validity of property transactions. The Land 

Revenue Act, 1967, plays a pivotal role in maintaining land records and preventing 

fraudulent transactions. Additionally, provinces have their own tenancy acts, such as the 

Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887, and the Sindh Tenancy Act, 1950, regulating the relationships 

between landlords and tenants. These laws, while essential, can face challenges in 

enforcement and combating corrupt practices. The research explores the role of law 

enforcement agencies and mechanisms for ensuring accountability within this legal 

framework, shedding light on the complexities of addressing land mafia activities in 

Pakistan. 
 

Prevalence and Impact of Land Mafia in Pakistan 

In this part of research "Prevalence and Impact of Land Mafia in Pakistan," the authors 

embark on a critical exploration of the pervasive issue of land mafias and their far-

reaching consequences within the Pakistani context. This part sets the stage for a deeper 

understanding of the land grabbing phenomenon by shedding light on its prevalence, the 

various manifestations of land mafias, and the multifaceted impact it has on the nation. 

This part commences by defining the term "land mafia" and elucidating its multiple 

dimensions. These mafias are far from monolithic; they encompass a spectrum of 

individuals and groups engaged in a range of activities aimed at illegally acquiring and 

profiting from land. The research unveils the diverse forms that land mafias take, from 

politically connected groups to those with criminal affiliations each posing distinct 

challenges to land ownership and social order. The reseach places the issue of land 

grabbing in its historical context, delving into the historical roots of land grabbing 

practices in Pakistan. It traces them back to the colonial era and examines how the legacy 

of unequal land distribution and tenancy issues has shaped contemporary land grabbing 

dynamics. Understanding this historical backdrop is pivotal to comprehending the 

intricate web of land mafias and the impact they wield on the nation's social, economic, 

and political landscape. The research delves into the insidious issue of land mafias that 

has plagued Pakistan's land tenure system and property rights. It is a comprehensive 

exploration of the intricate network of individuals and groups engaged in illegal land 

grabbing activities across the country. The term "land mafia" encompasses a wide 

spectrum of actors, from politically influential figures exploiting their connections to 

criminal syndicates using coercive tactics. By providing a clear definition and 

classification of these entities, the research aims to unravel the layers of complexity 

within this issue, highlighting the various challenges that they pose to legitimate 

landownership, social stability, and the rule of law.  

Moreover, the historical backdrop is essential to grasp the depth and persistence of land 

grabbing practices in Pakistan. It is critical to recognize how these historical injustices 
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have contributed to the current landscape of land mafias, helping to establish a 

comprehensive understanding of the problem's roots and evolution. Through a detailed 

examination of the prevalence and manifestations of land mafias, this research seeks to 

shed light on the gravity of the issue. It provides the essential context for subsequent 

discussions on legal frameworks, enforcement, and policy reforms necessary to combat 

land grabbing effectively in Pakistan. 

 

Types and Characteristics of Land Mafia: 

In this section, the authors discusses the multifaceted landscape of land mafias in 

Pakistan, dissecting the various types and illuminating their defining characteristics.3 

The term "land mafia" is not a monolithic entity but encompasses a spectrum of actors, 

each with its unique modus operandi and objectives. 

 

Political Land Mafias 

One prominent category is political land mafias, often comprising individuals with strong 

political affiliations and connections. These entities exploit their political influence to 

manipulate land records, alter property ownership, and facilitate land grabs for personal 

gain or to favor their political associates. The characteristics of political land mafias 

include collusion with local government officials, utilization of political clout to exert 

pressure, and a penchant for using legal loopholes to legitimize their activities. 

 

Criminal Land Mafias 

Criminal land mafias represent another facet of this complex issue. These groups rely on 

coercion, violence, and intimidation to take control of valuable land parcels. Their 

characteristics involve a web of criminal networks, including contract killers and 

enforcers, and a willingness to engage in fraudulent land transactions, forgery, and 

outright force to achieve their objectives. These mafias pose a significant challenge to 

law enforcement due to their criminal sophistication. 

 

Bureaucratic Land Mafias 

Bureaucratic land mafias comprise individuals within government offices and 

administrative bodies who exploit their positions for personal gain. They manipulate land 

records, engage in corrupt practices, and use bureaucratic obstacles to facilitate land 

grabbing. The key characteristics of these mafias involve insider knowledge of 

administrative processes, corruption networks, and an ability to shield their illicit 

activities from scrutiny. 

 

Land Speculators and Developers 

Another category includes land speculators and developers who may not fit the 

conventional mafia image but play a significant role in land grabbing. They often employ 

legal means to acquire land but do so with little regard for the rights of existing 

landowners or the broader impact on communities. Their characteristics include 

aggressive land acquisition strategies, profit-driven motives, and a propensity for 

exploiting regulatory gaps. 

                                                        
3
 Raza, S. (2020). Between militants and "mafia": Interrupting dispossession in rural Pakistan. 

Ethnography, 1466138120967688. 
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Rural and Local Land Mafias 

In rural areas, local land mafias operate with the aim of displacing vulnerable rural 

communities and small landowners. These mafias may use a combination of tactics, 

including coercion and fraudulent land transfers. Their characteristics encompass close-

knit networks within rural communities, exploitation of power dynamics, and the ability 

to influence local authorities. 

 

Prevalence of Land Mafia Activities 

The prevalence of land mafia activities in Pakistan is a multifaceted issue that transcends 

geographical boundaries, affecting both urban and rural areas across the country. Land 

mafias have managed to establish a pervasive presence, exploiting vulnerabilities in land 

ownership and administrative systems. In urban centers, they often target valuable real 

estate, using a combination of political connections, coercion, and fraudulent transactions 

to seize land parcels.4 In peri-urban zones, where rapid urbanization meets rural 

landscapes, the activities of land mafias intensify as they seek to capitalize on the 

transformation of agricultural land into urban developments. In rural areas, vulnerable 

communities and small landowners often bear the brunt of land grabbing, as local land 

mafias employ tactics like coercion and fraudulent land transfers to displace them. This 

widespread geographic scope highlights the adaptability of land mafias and their ability 

to exploit various contexts for personal gain. 

Moreover, the prevalence of land mafia activities has broader economic and social 

implications. It distorts property markets, leading to inflated land prices and deterring 

potential investors. Economic development in affected areas is hampered as legitimate 

investment opportunities are overshadowed by the uncertainty created by land mafias.5 

Additionally, the social impact cannot be understated, particularly on marginalized and 

vulnerable communities. Land grabbing disrupts livelihoods, displaces families, and 

exacerbates poverty, intensifying the social divide within society. Therefore, 

understanding the extent and consequences of land mafia activities is not merely an 

academic exercise but a crucial step toward formulating effective strategies to combat 

this pervasive issue and protect the rights of landowners and communities across 

Pakistan. 

 

Political and Bureaucratic Nexus: 

The phenomenon of land mafias in Pakistan is significantly exacerbated by their intricate 

web of connections with political figures and individuals within the bureaucratic 

machinery. This section delves deep into the collusion and collaboration that exists 

between land mafias and elements within the political and administrative realms, creating 

formidable hurdles in the effective combatting of land grabbing. 

 

Political Affiliations and Influence 

Land mafias in Pakistan often maintain robust affiliations with influential political 

figures, spanning from local power brokers to prominent national politicians. These 

political connections grant them a shield of protection and influence over the legal and 

administrative apparatus. By leveraging their ties to political elites, land mafias can bend 

local governance structures, manipulate law enforcement agencies, and even influence 

                                                        
4
 Hinds, R. (2014). Urbanisation and conflict in Pakistan. GSDRC Applied Knowledge Series. 

5
 Habib, S., & Jamil, M. (2020). Emergence, Growth and Management of Slums around the 

Globe and in Pakistan. Pakistan Perspectives, 25(2). 
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the legislative process to serve their interests. This section unearths the extent of these 

political connections, highlighting the ways in which they enable and empower land 

mafia activities. 

 

Bureaucratic Complicity and Insider Knowledge 

Within the bureaucratic labyrinth of Pakistan's administrative system, individuals 

frequently play pivotal roles in facilitating land grabs. Their involvement may range from 

tampering with land records to orchestrating complex property transactions that conceal 

the illegal transfer of land. Bureaucratic collusion is marked by an intimate knowledge of 

administrative processes and the ability to exploit these processes to further the land 

mafia's agenda. This section delves into the characteristics of bureaucratic involvement, 

elucidating how it operates as a critical enabler of land grabbing activities. 

 

Challenges to Accountability 

The convergence of land mafias with political and bureaucratic circles poses profound 

challenges to accountability. Political patrons and corrupt bureaucrats often have the 

means to obstruct investigations, discourage whistle-blowers and protect land mafia 

members from legal repercussions. The presence of these influential connections 

undermines the integrity of accountability mechanisms and hampers the prosecution of 

those involved in land grabbing. This section scrutinizes the accountability landscape, 

highlighting the need for enhanced transparency, rigorous oversight, and robust 

accountability measures to counteract the complicity of political and bureaucratic actors 

in land mafia activities. 

By offering a comprehensive exploration of the political and bureaucratic nexus within 

land mafia operations, this section exposes a critical dimension of the problem. It 

emphasizes how these connections not only facilitate land grabbing but also hinder 

efforts to enforce anti-Qabza laws and regulations effectively. Recognizing the depth of 

these connections is essential for crafting well-informed strategies and implementing 

necessary reforms to combat land grabbing in Pakistan. 

 

Socio-Economic Impact: 

This section delves into the far-reaching socio-economic consequences of land mafia 

activities in Pakistan.6 Beyond the immediate impact on landowners and communities, 

land grabbing has broader implications that encompass economic, social, and human 

development dimensions. 

 

Displacement and Vulnerable Communities 

One of the most significant socio-economic consequences of land mafia activities is the 

displacement of vulnerable communities, particularly in rural areas. Land grabbing often 

leads to the forced eviction of these communities, disrupting their lives and livelihoods. 

The displaced families frequently find themselves in precarious situations, struggling to 

secure housing, access to essential services, and sustainable sources of income. This 

section examines the plight of these displaced communities, highlighting the challenges 

they face and the long-term socio-economic consequences of their displacement. 

                                                        
6
 Ata, S., Shahbaz, B., Arif Watto, M., & Siddiqui, M. T. (2019). Access and exclusion: case of 

transnational 'land grabbing' in Pakistan. Journal of the Asia Pacific Economy, 24(3), 331-346. 

http://www.thedssr.com/


 

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR) 
www.thedssr.com 
 
ISSN Online: 3007-3154 
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 
 

Vol. 3 No. 2 (February) (2025)  

1301  

Impact on Agriculture and Productivity 

Land grabbing also has a direct impact on the agricultural sector, which remains a 

cornerstone of Pakistan's economy.7 When productive agricultural land is seized by land 

mafias for non-agricultural purposes, it disrupts food production, threatens food security, 

and contributes to rising food prices. This, in turn, affects the income and livelihoods of 

millions of rural households’ dependent on agriculture. The section explores the 

implications of land grabbing for agricultural productivity and the broader economic 

repercussions. 

 

Property Markets and Investment 

Land mafia activities distort property markets, leading to inflated land prices in affected 

areas. This distortion deters legitimate investment, both domestic and foreign, as 

investors shy away from areas plagued by uncertainty and land disputes. The 

consequences are felt not only by property owners but also by businesses looking to 

expand or establish operations in these regions. This section evaluates how land grabbing 

impacts property markets, investment climate, and economic development. 

 

Poverty and Inequality 

The socio-economic impact of land mafia activities is closely linked to poverty and 

inequality. Vulnerable communities that bear the brunt of land grabbing often experience 

a deepening of poverty and an exacerbation of existing inequalities. The loss of land and 

livelihoods pushes affected households further into poverty, perpetuating a cycle of 

economic disadvantage. This section explores the connections between land grabbing, 

poverty, and inequality, shedding light on the social disparities it engenders. 

 

Community Fragmentation and Social Instability 

The disruption caused by land mafia activities extends to social cohesion and stability. 

Displaced communities, fractured social networks, and a sense of injustice can lead to 

social unrest and instability. In some cases, land disputes escalate into conflicts that have 

lasting repercussions for community harmony and peace. This section analyzes the social 

and stability dimensions of land grabbing, emphasizing the importance of addressing the 

issue for societal well-being. 

By examining the socio-economic impact of land mafia activities from multiple angles, 

this section underscores the urgency of addressing this pervasive issue. It highlights the 

broader consequences for vulnerable communities, economic development, poverty, and 

social stability. Recognizing these multifaceted impacts is crucial for crafting 

comprehensive strategies to combat land grabbing effectively and protect the rights and 

well-being of Pakistan's citizens. 

 

Legal and Regulatory Challenges 

This section delves into the complex legal and regulatory landscape that poses 

formidable challenges in effectively addressing land mafia activities in Pakistan. Despite 

existing laws and regulations aimed at curbing land grabbing, several hurdles and 

shortcomings hinder their enforcement and efficacy. 

                                                        
7
 Ata, S., Shahbaz, B., Arif Watto, M., & Hussain, N. (2023). Transnational Seasonal Land 

Grabbing in Pakistan: Power Positions and Resistance. Journal of Asian and African Studies, 

58(3), 372-388. 
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Legal Ambiguities and Loopholes 

One of the primary legal challenges lies in the presence of ambiguities and loopholes 

within the existing legal framework. Land laws in Pakistan are often convoluted, leaving 

room for interpretation and exploitation. Land mafias adeptly navigate these ambiguities 

to their advantage, using legal processes to legitimize illegal land grabs. This section 

identifies and dissects the specific legal ambiguities and loopholes that land mafias 

exploit, making it difficult for law enforcement agencies to take decisive action. 

 

Bureaucratic Obstacles 

The bureaucratic machinery within Pakistan's administrative system poses another 

significant hurdle. Corrupt officials and bureaucratic red tape can obstruct the 

enforcement of anti-Qabza laws and regulations. Land mafias often collude with 

individuals within government offices, allowing them to manipulate land records and 

transactions with relative ease. This section delves into the bureaucratic obstacles that 

impede legal remedies and enforcement efforts, shedding light on the role of corrupt 

bureaucrats in perpetuating land grabbing. 

 

Inadequate Enforcement and Resources 

Effective enforcement of anti-Qabza laws and regulations requires sufficient resources, 

trained personnel, and a commitment to the rule of law. However, many law enforcement 

agencies tasked with combatting land mafia activities often lack the necessary resources, 

including personnel, technology, and infrastructure. This resource deficit hampers their 

ability to investigate and prosecute land grabbing cases effectively. 8This section 

discusses the resource constraints and challenges faced by law enforcement agencies in 

combating land mafia activities. 

 

Corruption and Political Influence 

Corruption within the legal and law enforcement systems poses a significant challenge to 

addressing land mafia activities. Corrupt practices, including bribery and extortion, can 

obstruct investigations and deter witnesses from coming forward. Moreover, political 

influence often shields land mafia members from legal consequences, as they exploit 

their affiliations with influential figures.9 This section examines how corruption and 

political influence undermine the effectiveness of legal mechanisms and accountability 

processes. 

 

Lengthy Legal Procedures 

Land disputes in Pakistan's legal system can often result in lengthy and protracted legal 

procedures. These delays not only frustrate landowners seeking justice but also provide 

ample time for land mafias to entrench their control over disputed properties. This 

section explores the challenges posed by lengthy legal procedures, including delays in 

court hearings and the impact on landowners and communities awaiting resolution. 

By addressing these legal and regulatory challenges, this section aims to illuminate the 

complexities surrounding the legal framework and its enforcement in combating land 

mafia activities. Understanding these challenges is vital for formulating 

recommendations and reforms to enhance the effectiveness of anti-Qabza laws and 

regulations in Pakistan. 

                                                        
8
 Akhtar, A. S. (2007). Balochistan versus Pakistan. Economic and Political Weekly, 73-79. 

9
 Naqvi, F. (2011). My Land, My Right: Putting land rights at the heart of the Pakistan floods 

reconstruction. Oxfam. 
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Public Awareness and Activism 

This section delves into the crucial role played by public awareness campaigns and 

activism in raising awareness about land mafia activities in Pakistan. It highlights how 

civil society, media, and concerned citizens have mobilized to shed light on this 

pervasive issue and advocate for change. 

 

Media as a Watchdog 

Media outlets in Pakistan have played a pivotal role in exposing land mafia activities and 

raising public awareness. Investigative journalism has uncovered high-profile land 

grabbing incidents, documented the tactics employed by land mafias, and showcased the 

impact on affected communities. This section discusses how the media has served as a 

watchdog, amplifying the voices of those affected by land grabbing and holding the 

perpetrators accountable. 

 

Civil Society Initiatives 

Civil society organizations and activists have been at the forefront of efforts to combat 

land mafia activities. 10. They have organized awareness campaigns, public seminars, 

and advocacy initiatives aimed at educating the public about the issue. These 

organizations have also provided legal support to landowners facing land grabbing 

threats. This section examines the role of civil society in mobilizing against land mafia 

activities and advocating for policy reforms. 

 

Grassroots Movements and Community Resilience 

At the grassroots level, affected communities and local activists have demonstrated 

resilience in the face of land mafia threats.11They have organized protests, formed 

community watchdog committees, and used social media to document and share their 

experiences. This section showcases how community-driven efforts have raised 

awareness about land grabbing and fostered a sense of empowerment among those 

directly affected. 

 

Public Outcry and Political Pressure 

Public awareness campaigns have often led to public outcry and political pressure on 

authorities to take action against land mafia activities. Demonstrations, social media 

campaigns, and petitions have put pressure on law enforcement agencies and 

policymakers to address the issue more effectively. This section explores how public 

sentiment and activism have influenced the political discourse around land grabbing. 

 

Legal Support and Whistleblower Protection 

In some cases, legal professionals and activists have offered support to landowners and 

whistleblowers willing to expose land mafia activities. This includes providing legal 

counsel, ensuring witness protection, and facilitating the reporting of illegal land grabs to 

relevant authorities. This section discusses the role of legal support and whistleblower 

protection in encouraging individuals to come forward with information. 

By highlighting the impact of public awareness campaigns and activism, this section 

underscores the power of collective action in combatting land mafia activities. It 

emphasizes how informed and mobilized citizens, civil society organizations, and the 

                                                        
10

 Manahan, M. A. Trends, Issues, and Strategies against Land Grabbing. 
11

 Edelman, M. (2013). Messy hectares: Questions about the epistemology of land grabbing data. 

Journal of Peasant Studies, 40(3), 485-501. 
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media can drive positive change, advocate for policy reforms, and hold those involved in 

land grabbing accountable. 

 

Remedies to the Aggrieved Persons 

This section explores the legal and institutional remedies available to individuals and 

communities who have fallen victim to land mafia activities in Pakistan.12 It outlines the 

measures that aggrieved parties can take to seek justice, protect their rights, and reclaim 

unlawfully seized land. 

 

Legal Recourse through Courts 

Aggrieved landowners and communities have the option to seek legal recourse through 

the court system. They can file lawsuits to challenge the unlawful seizure of their land, 

request the restoration of their property rights, and seek compensation for damages 

incurred. 13This section outlines the legal procedures, including the filing of cases and 

presenting evidence, that aggrieved parties can follow to address their grievances in a 

court of law. 

 

Land Record Verification and Correction 

One of the fundamental remedies involves verifying and correcting land records. Many 

land mafia activities involve fraudulent changes to land records, leading to wrongful land 

ownership transfers. Aggrieved individuals can petition the relevant land revenue 

authorities to investigate and rectify discrepancies in land records, ensuring the accurate 

documentation of property ownership. 

 

Whistleblower Protection 

Individuals who possess information about land mafia activities but fear reprisals can 

seek protection as whistleblowers. Whistleblower protection laws in Pakistan are 

designed to safeguard individuals who report illegal activities, including land grabbing. 

This section provides guidance on how individuals can report land mafia activities, 

ensuring their safety and anonymity. 

 

Engaging Legal Aid and Advocacy Organizations 

Aggrieved individuals and communities can engage legal aid organizations and advocacy 

groups specializing in land rights issues. These organizations provide legal counsel, 

representation, and support throughout legal proceedings. They also advocate for policy 

reforms and advocate for the rights of those affected by land mafia activities. 

 

Mediation and Alternative Dispute Resolution 

In some cases, mediation and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms can be employed 

to resolve land disputes without protracted court battles. Aggrieved parties can explore 

mediation services and negotiation processes to reach mutually acceptable agreements 

with land mafias or other claimants. 

                                                        
12

 Lau, M. (2016). More Law, More Crime: The Pitfalls of Pakistan's Illegal Dispossession Act 

2005. YB Islamic & Middle EL, 19, 351. 
13

 Ata, S., Shahbaz, B., Arif Watto, M., & Siddiqui, M. T. (2019). Access and exclusion: Case of 

transnational 'land grabbing' in Pakistan. Journal of the Asia Pacific Economy, 24(3), 331-346. 
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Advocating for Policy Reforms 

Aggrieved individuals and communities can engage in advocacy efforts aimed at policy 

reforms. By partnering with civil society organizations and joining broader movements, 

they can push for legal and institutional changes that enhance the protection of land 

rights, improve transparency in land transactions, and strengthen mechanisms for 

preventing land grabbing. 

This section provides a comprehensive overview of the remedies available to those 

affected by land mafia activities in Pakistan. It emphasizes the importance of knowing 

one's legal rights, engaging with legal and advocacy organizations, and advocating for 

reforms that can lead to a more equitable and just land tenure system. 

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, it can be said that the most pressing needs to effectively deal with land 

grabbing menace in Pakistan is a comprehensive overhaul of Pakistan's land-related laws 

to enhance clarity and accessibility. These reforms should aim to simplify convoluted 

legal structures, eliminate ambiguities, and ensure that property rights and land 

ownership processes are clearly defined. Legislation should be made more accessible to 

the general public, with easily understandable language and accessible channels for legal 

consultations. Legal reforms should also address the issue of land titling, emphasizing 

the importance of maintaining accurate and up-to-date land records to reduce disputes 

arising from unclear ownership. 

To build public trust and ensure just outcomes, Pakistan should establish transparent and 

accountable mechanisms. Independent oversight bodies and internal affairs units within 

law enforcement agencies should be strengthened to impartially review law enforcement 

actions. The widespread use of body-worn cameras and dashcams by law enforcement 

officers should be encouraged to enhance transparency and objectivity.  

Lastly, community engagement and education programs should be initiated to empower 

local populations with knowledge about their land rights, legal procedures, and dispute 

resolution mechanisms. Engaging communities in the resolution of land-related conflicts 

not only fosters cooperation but also minimizes the likelihood of disputes escalating into 

larger conflicts. 

In the face of the Anti-Qabza (Land Grabbing) Mafia, Pakistan must rise to the challenge 

by reinforcing its legal framework and law enforcement mechanisms, ensuring that 

justice is served, and the rights of its citizens are protected. Through these multifaceted 

reforms and initiatives, Pakistan can build a future where land disputes are resolved 

fairly, the menace of land mafias is effectively curbed, and the nation paves the way for 

sustainable development and prosperity for all. 
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