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ABSTRACT 

The Indo-Pak War of 2025 was an important turning point in the development of 

contemporary conflicts, regional geopolitics, and international power dynamics. In this 

battle, the Indo-Pak rivalry—which was previously characterized by traditional power 

structures and territorial contestation—was reshaped by modern technologies, innovative 

tactics, and external power dynamics, most notably the continuous strategic competition 

between the United States and China. Pakistan used a technologically sophisticated, AI-

aided, and cyber-integrated combat model—largely facilitated by Chinese invention and 

assistance—to win the war despite having a smaller military force.  

This study examines how India, which stayed dedicated to a conventional Western-

centric defense system, lost ground to Pakistan as a result of its shift from traditional 

parity to tech-driven combat. The research places the war within the broader framework 

of great power rivalry and examines the digital coalitions, technological advancements, 

and tactical doctrines that influenced the conflict. It also compares Eastern and Western 

military technologies, looking at why China's interoperable, cheap, and agile systems 

performed better than India's more expensive, bulky Western system. 

The study comes to the conclusion that the war of 2025 is representative of a new period 

of proxy warfare, in which regional countries, with advanced technologies fight more 

often with little direct intervention and assistance from outside assistance. The 

consequences are widespread that comprise the stability of South Asia, the credibility of 

the United States, the growing power of China, and the nature of war in the future. As a 

paradigm for asymmetric countries in the age of digital conflict, the study exhibits 

Pakistan's military modernization and calls for instantaneous doctrinal and technological 

improvements for India and tactical adjustment for the United States. 

 

Introduction 

The 2025 India Pakistan War revealed how technology has reshaped military power and 

strategic results in contemporary combat areas, marking a dramatic shift from the 

conventions of traditional warfare. This specific conflict arose as a component of a larger 

geopolitical competition: the current strategic confrontation between the US and China, 

in a region usually characterized by territorial conflicts and ideological dissimilarities. 

The war evolved into a proxy encounter, reflecting global fault lines as both countries 

aimed to impact the economic, military and geopolitical trajectory of South Asia. 

Since obtaining freedom in 1947, Pakistan and India have engaged in many wars, but the 

conflict that occurred in 2025 was unlike any other. By swiftly utilizing cutting-edge 

defense technologies, Pakistan—which has long been regarded as having an inferior 

defense infrastructure than India's—was able to acquire a definite tactical edge. These 

comprised unmanned drones, electronic jammer devices, monitoring through satellites, 
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and digital warfare capacities. However, Pakistan's highly automated and unpredictable 

combat zone appeared outside the capabilities of India's more conventional approach, 

which was powered by Western defense equipment. By altering the nature of warfare this 

technological imbalance challenged conventional criterion of military supremacy i.e. 

manpower, size, and conventional weaponry.  

The growing relationship between Pakistan and China played a substantial role in this 

respect. China continued to develop advanced defense technologies, exporting them to its 

regional allies like Pakistan in an attempt to offset USA’s dominance in the region. Apart 

from transporting weapons, this collaboration established a form of digital coalition, 

comprising intelligence sharing, cyber cooperation, and satellite coverage. Nonetheless, 

the USA continued to consider India as a tactical ally in its Indo-Pacific Strategy, which 

reinforced the war's status as a proxy conflict between two superpowers. 

With a view to comprehend how Pakistan was able to overthrow a traditionally more 

powerful opponent due to advanced technology, this study will analyze the technological, 

geographical, and strategic traits of the 2025 War between Pakistan and India. This 

paper’s scope extends beyond the ongoing regional conflict for dominance between the 

United States and china, exhibiting the worldwide repercussions of regional wars in the 

contemporary world. This study sheds light on the future trajectory of warfare in an age 

dominated by tactical alliances, AI operated military equipment and cyber security.  

 

The Geopolitical Context: US-China Rivalry and Regional Tensions 
In the contemporary world, China and the US are engaged in an intense geopolitical 

contest in South Asia. This rivalry comprises several dimensions such as military power, 

economy, technology and struggle for dominance. Instead of engaging in a direct war, 

both super powers prefer to obtain their objectives through proxy wars, a commonly used 

strategy in today’s power struggle (Allison, 2017). South Asia became the center of this 

war due to its geopolitical significance, with India and Pakistan emerging as major 

competitors i.e. India backed by the US and Pakistan backed by China. (Hussain & 

Naqvi, 2025).  

 

US Indo-Pacific Strategy and India’s Role 
India has been seen by the US as a vital ally in thwarting China's growing influence in 

the Indo-Pacific area. Washington has encouraged defense collaboration, technology 

transfer, and intelligence exchange with New Delhi through platforms including the US-

India strategic alliance and the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) (Pant & Joshi, 

2020). In an effort to improve India's deterring capacities against both China and 

Pakistan, the US also backed India's maritime dreams and access to dual-use 

technologies, especially advanced radar systems, surveillance planes, and anti-missile 

defense systems. 

Nevertheless, India's strategy has remained mostly traditional and reactive, given that the 

United States has provided it with both conventional and strategic military resources. The 

US military doctrine places an enormous value on deterrence through freedom of 

navigation operations (FONOPs) and apparent armed presence, but these may not be 

sufficient in situations of war that are fast changing and increasingly tech-centric. In the 

2025 conflict, India's dependence on Western systems and traditional tactics 

demonstrated significant weaknesses in the face of a technologically advanced adversary 

supported by China. 
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China’s Strategic Investment in Pakistan 
China's strategy for territorial dominance is a hybrid one. Through a combination of arms 

shipments, collaboration in technology, and cyber-security partnership, Beijing has 

enhanced its defense cooperation and strategic alliance with Pakistan beyond the Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI) and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) (Small, 

2015). China's plan is in line with its "String of Pearls" notion, which employs strategic 

alliances to surround India and constrain the US's deployment in Asia. 

China increased its exports of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), communications 

intelligence instruments, and AI-assisted surveillance equipment to Pakistan in the years 

leading up to the 2025 conflict. In addition to being pieces of equipment, these weapons 

represented a new philosophy of combat that was slim, independent, and interconnected, 

making them perfect for asymmetrical and quick-paced battles. Furthermore, throughout 

wartime activities, Pakistan was given access to secure communication networks and 

high-precision satellite navigation systems thanks to China's international technological 

drive through companies such as Huawei and BeiDou. 

 

Proxy War Dynamics and Regional Fallout 
As the fight proceeded, it became apparent that both Eastern and Western weapons 

systems were put to the test in the Indo-Pakistan war. Though openly advocating for de-

escalation, the US persisted in providing India with logistical assistance and tactical 

information. China successfully weaponized the information arena by coordinating 

cyberattacks and attempts to damage electronic systems alongside Pakistan's actions 

The Indo-Pakistan battleground became a small-scale version of international politics as 

a result of this conflict. The war raised the stakes for both nations by blurring the 

difference between regional combat and international rivalry. The result—Pakistan's 

triumph in spite of India's traditional supremacy—emphasized the growing effectiveness 

of Eastern military models in technologically competitive contexts. Furthermore, it 

marked a change in the way that future conflicts could potentially be fought—not 

necessarily by the superpowers themselves, but rather by allied nations equipped with 

highly advanced, agile, and self-sufficient technologies (Cheema, 2025). 

3. Technological Transformation of Warfare in the 21st Century 

In the 21
st
 century, the nature of warfare has shifted from heavy equipment and large 

armies to tech-oriented and network based encounters. This transition was clearly 

reflected from the war between Pakistan and India in May 2025. In this war, modern 

technologies like artificial intelligence, jamming systems, autonomous combat devices 

used from Pakistani side played a significant role to defeat a 5 times more powerful 

enemy relying on traditional modes of war. 

 

The Rise of Network-Centric Warfare 
Network-centric warfare is a new strategy of combat which connects sensors, decision 

makers and fighting units in an advanced integrated network (Malik, 2020). This warfare 

strategy enhances smooth flow of information and harmonization, enabling troops to act 

more accurately and efficiently in dynamic combat zones. By converting separate devices 

into networked nodes, this method significantly boosts operational speed and accuracy. 

Pakistan's use of network-centric warfare appeared to be crucial in the 2025 conflict. The 

combination of drone monitoring, powered by artificial intelligence data analytics, 

satellite images, and real-time battlefield connectivity allowed Pakistani forces to carry 

out integrated, swift strikes that were faster than India's traditional reaction methods. 
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With a little soldier deployment, Pakistan was able destroy important Indian military 

bases and command and control infrastructure because of this tactical advantage. (Satti et 

al., 2025).  

 

Cyber Warfare as a Strategic Tool 
The differentiation between war and peace has become more obscure as cyber activities 

have become a major element in current combat. Pakistan supposedly carried out 

concerted cyber assaults into Indian defense infrastructure in the months preceding the 

conflict, interfering with communication, blocking radar stations, and supplying 

erroneous information to decision-making channels. Chinese cyber equipment and 

experience most certainly assisted in these attacks, indicating a new kind of strategic 

partnership in the realm of technology. 

India's relative underinvestment in cyber warfare capabilities turned into a serious 

weakness. Despite having highly advanced defense infrastructure, it was unable to 

predict and stop Pakistani cyberattacks, which caused operational stagnation during 

crucial stages of the war. The war's cyber component mirrored the military doctrine's 

larger transition from physical dominance to technological destruction. (Khalid, 2025).  

 

Drones, AI, and Autonomous Warfare 
Pakistan made extensive use of drones equipped with AI for navigation, surveillance, 

electronic disruption and precision strikes in 2025 combat. This strategy proved very 

effective and Pakistan was able to hit the enemy targets with outstanding performance 

and pinpoint accuracy. These devices were used to blind the Indian radar infrastructure, 

crippling their defense mechanisms and inflicting irreparable damage on Indian forces.  

With the help of AI powered tools, Pakistani forces were in a position to foresee enemy 

maneuvers and devise strategies accordingly. Commonly ignored in conventional 

warfare, AI-assisted defense system gave immense advantage to Pakistani command and 

control in the battlefield. But India could not incorporate such mechanism in its system. 

During high-speed battles, Indian forces were at a loss because of their excessive reliance 

on human operators, which reduced response times and limited autonomous capabilities. 

 

Electronic and Space Warfare 
India's radar and communication networks were rendered inoperable due to electronic 

warfare (EW). Pakistani soldiers confused Indian units, interfered with missile guidance 

systems, and disabled GPS by using electromagnetic pulse (EMP) equipment and signal 

jamming devices. While India experienced poor vision and disjointed collaboration, 

Pakistan was able to operate in a safe and well-coordinated setting thanks to these 

technologies and China's BeiDou satellite system for navigation (Khalid, 2025). 

Another dimension that evolved was space warfare, which is silent but operational. There 

were reliable allegations of electronic disruption with India's surveillance satellites 

during crucial operations, which were probably carried out using anti-satellite 

technologies from China's space program, even though no satellites were damaged. This 

further hindered India's battlefield knowledge and restricted its access to real-time 

intelligence. 

 

The Decline of Traditional Military Metrics 
The idea that military superiority is determined by numbers—troop strength, fighter jets, 

tanks, or defense budget—was called into question by the 2025 Indo-Pak War Rather, the 

battle demonstrated that even when facing adversaries that are typically stronger, 
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technological advancement, innovation, and adaptability can result in unequal benefits. 

The way that war has changed as a result of this fight, supports the notion that accuracy, 

speed, data domination, and the ability to interfere with the enemy's systems will be more 

essential factors in future wars than weaponry. Regardless of its lesser size and economy, 

Pakistan gained a clear advantage over India in this field (Farooq, 2025). 

 

Pakistan’s Military Modernization and Strategic Innovation 
Pakistan’s victory over India in 2025 war was not just due to the strategic maneuvering 

on the battlefield, it was also the result of technological advancements and military 

upgradation during the last decade. Realizing its weakness in the domain of quantity in 

comparison with India, Pakistan transformed its defense strategy to technologically 

oriented and AI-focused warfare. Strategic cooperation with China, interior tactical 

changes, and the use of cutting-edge technologies into defense operations and strategy all 

played a significant role in this transition. 

 

Strategic Shift in Defense Doctrine 
Pakistan's defense strategy has historically emphasized nuclear power as a strategic 

balancer and traditional balance with India through deterrence. Nevertheless, Pakistan's 

military establishment reevaluated its strategy in order to embrace unconventional 

deterrence through non-kinetic capabilities following the 2019 Balakot incident and the 

swift development of hybrid security risks (Fair, 2020). In order to counter India's 

numeric and technological advantage, a new tactical doctrine emerged that placed an 

emphasis on digital warfare, digital blockage, autonomous devices, and precise attacks. 

Pakistan's upgraded military policy, "Full Spectrum Deterrence Plus," which comprised 

cyber and space realms in addition to traditional and nuclear dimensions, established this 

growth. In order to improve tactical versatility, the doctrine also promoted the 

establishment of joint cyber and digital warfare commands and the convergence of inter-

services collaboration (Khan, 2022). 

 

Indigenous Defense Development 
Pakistan made great progress in developing its own defenses, even if it still needed 

outside assistance for some technologies, particularly from China. The development of 

UAVs, electronic warfare systems, and domestic missile technology was greatly aided by 

organizations such as the Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC), Strategic Plans 

Division (SPD), and National Radio and Telecommunication Corporation (NRTC) 

(Rizvi, 2021).  

Interestingly, by 2023, the Burraq UAV—which was initially based on Chinese drones—

had been enhanced with AI-enabled acquisition of targets and immediate feedback 

systems. To guarantee wartime autonomy and communication security, native software 

defined radios (SDRs), stealth mini-drones, and strategic cyber weapons were also 

created. Even while these developments were little in comparison to those of 

superpowers, they nevertheless enabled Pakistan to adapt technologies to its strategic 

setting and prevent an excessive dependence on foreign vendors in times of conflict. 

 

Integration with Chinese Defense Systems 
Pakistan's modernization of its military was made possible in large part by the defense 

cooperation between China and Pakistan. China made technologies with multiple 

applications available, such as powerful radar systems like the JY-27A, stealth drones 

like the Wing Loong II, and space-based monitoring through the BeiDou satellite system 
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(Chandran, 2023). More significantly, Pakistani forces are now able to carry out intricate 

operations quickly and accurately due to China's training of Pakistani military troops in 

digital warfare and collaborative AI-military exercises. 

With satellite uplinks, coded communication nodes, and protected data lines set up 

between the two countries, the relationship incorporated cutting-edge cyber operations 

framework to empower harmonized offensive and defensive competencies. China’s cyber 

defense system helped Pakistani combat forces to launch lethal attacks on Indian forces, 

crippling their capacity to sustain Pakistan’s attacks. Through this digital partnership, 

Pakistan was able to launch its own offensive attacks against Indian systems while taking 

advantage of China's strong cyber defense (Farooq, 2025). 

 

Organizational Reforms and Capacity Building 
By establishing Cyber Command and Space Division, Pakistan’s defense forces set up a 

network for non-kinetic fight. Military recruitment processes were altered to urge AI 

specialists, data scientists and engineers to join Pak Army. By 2024, AI-based 

forecasting of situations and simulated warfare trainings became an essential part of 

military exercises. Moreover, Pakistan’s defense forces were engaged in military 

exercises with Chinese and Turkish armies, which further exposed them to current 

warfare scenarios.  

 

Budget Optimization and Smart Warfare 
Due to budget restrictions, Pakistan incorporated a "smart combat" model, prioritizing 

low-priced and high-impact equipment. Cyber weapons, drones and communication 

jammers were far cheaper than traditional combat weapons like fighter jets, tanks and 

massive naval forces. In this way Pakistan was able to fight and win a high-tech war 

without exceeding its defense budget.  

 

Pakistan's military advancement not only characterized a theoretical swing but also an 

innovation in equipment. By incorporating innovative weapons, outer collaboration and 

indigenous creativeness, Pakistan redefined battlefield in its benefit This pattern can be 

followed by smaller states while encountering stronger opponents.  

 

The 2025 Indo-Pak War: Timeline, Key Events, and Turning Points 
In the history of South Asia, the war between Pakistan and India in May 2025 was 

technically very complex and geopolitically apprehensive. In spite of having a short time 

span, the war was signalized by important incidents, unanticipated critical moments and 

rapid aggravations. Contrary to previous Indo-Pakistan wars, the current war was 

distinguished by strategies used to collect information, foil enemy maneuvers, impact 

perception, and get control over key decision-making centers than by the sheer stockpiles 

of weapons and quantity of armed forces on the battlefield. 

 

Build-Up and First Strikes 
The immediate trigger of Indo-Pak War 2025 was a terrorist attack in Indian Occupied 

Kashmir. (Haroon et al., 2025). The terrorist incident that took the lives of several Indian 

soldiers was most probably planned and sponsored by the Indian government itself. 

Historical evidence proves that India has a track record of launching such false flag 

operations on its territory to fulfill its nefarious designs. The main goal was to build a 

pretext for military attack and falsely blame Pakistan, as has been done in the past. India 

launched limited strikes against Pakistan on May 6/7 and 10, 2025, in response to this 
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fabricated incident. (Satti et al., 2025). 

Pakistan responded by launching cyberattacks that blocked surveillance drones 

positioned at forward outposts and disrupted Indian military communication systems, 

bringing down several Indian fighter aircrafts, including 4.5 generation Rafale fighter jets 

(Kronstadt, 2025). Pakistan intensified strikes on May 10 by carrying out a string of 

well-coordinated drone and missile attacks against Indian radar facilities and supply lines 

in Punjab and Ladakh. The shift to a full-scale armed war was signaled by these 

precision attacks, which were backed by real-time satellite intelligence from China and 

Pakistan's own intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities. 

 

Space and Satellite Interference 
Abnormalities in surveillance satellite signals were observed by Indian defense 

specialists. Pakistan and China undoubtedly coordinated the particular blocking from 

space-based capabilities that caused these interruptions. Since certain services were cut 

off during the escalated situations, India's reliance on US satellite networks for high-

resolution images & mapping proved to be a tactical disadvantage. This was a reflection 

of Washington's reluctance to overcommit and antagonize Beijing. 

Pakistan, on the other hand, continued to have unbroken access to China's BeiDou 

Navigation Satellite System, which allowed it to continue using it for navigation and 

tactical information. This made it possible for drone swarms and precision-guided 

weapons to hit targets with little collateral harm. 

 

Media, Disinformation, and Psychological Operations 
Digital platforms were used in a parallel propaganda war. AI-generated information, 

distorted photos, and fake video clips spread extensively, frightening Indian civilians 

living close to the border. Pakistan carried out complex psychological assaults to lower 

morale and incite dissension within Indian political structures with the help of Chinese 

media warfare specialists. 

India reacted more slowly and reactively. By presenting India as a threat and winning 

over impartial states, Pakistan's leadership, in digital media war helped influence global 

public sentiment as New Delhi tried to dominate internal narratives through restrictions 

on the media and internet outages. 

 

Ceasefire and Aftermath 
After extensive diplomatic intervention led by China and backed by the US and Russia, 

the Indo-Pak war of 2025 came to a formal end on May 28, 2025, when a truce was 

declared in Beijing. Following days of secret talks, the deal called for both countries to 

stop hostile actions, retreat to pre-war positions, and begin a staged de-escalation along 

the international boundary and Line of Control. With key military commanders in 

Islamabad at his side, Pakistan's prime minister formally declared victory on May 30, 

2025. The statement praised Pakistan's technological and strategic accomplishments, 

especially the successful neutralization of critical monitoring and logistics resources, the 

destroying of Indian military infrastructure through cyberwarfare, and precision drone 

and missile strikes—events that, in Islamabad's opinion, signaled a historic shift in the 

military equilibrium in South Asia.  

http://www.thedssr.com/


 

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR) 
www.thedssr.com 
 
ISSN Online: 3007-3154 
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 
 

Vol. 3 No. 11 (November) (2025)  

329  

 

 

 

Strategic Lessons 

The timing of this conflict revealed several important lessons:  
India's enormous firepower was annulled by Pakistan's immediate reaction exploiting automated 

equipment and unified intelligence. 

Pakistan gained asymmetric supremacy thanks to China's strategic assistance through cyber and 

satellite warfare. 

The combat demonstrated how a smaller state could use technology to defeat a greater power. 

Media manipulation and psychological operations turned into vital statecraft tools that shaped 

global narratives just as much as war results.  

The 2025 India-Pakistan War scenario shows how wars are fought and how victory is 

reinterpreted in the age of technology, benefiting nations who make investments in 

speed, creativity, and strategic interaction. 

 

Eastern vs Western Technology: Decoding the Outcome 
In addition to being a regional conflict, the Indo-Pakistan War of 2025 was a test of two 

opposing technological models: Western and Eastern military technologies. Due to 

India's heavy dependence on Western defense systems and Pakistan's extensive military-

technological convergence with China, the conflict turned into a real-time testing ground 

for two different war strategies. The war's conclusion established the Eastern 

technology's increasing effectiveness and versatility, particularly China's inexpensive, 

integrated, and quickly deployed system model. 

 

Technological Philosophy: Agile vs Heavy Platforms 
High-end, intricate systems made for full-spectrum, protracted warfare are common 

characteristics of Western defense technology, which is mostly sold by the US. This was 

demonstrated by India's armament, which mostly relied on sophisticated but bulky 

weaponry like the S-400 missile systems (purchased from Russia but integrated with 

Western intelligence), the Rafale fighter jets, and sizable armored battalions. Despite 

their strength, these systems need a lot of logistical assistance, a lot of training, and they 

are frequently not set up for swift action in high-tech, short-duration confrontations. 

(Malik, 2025). 

Eastern military doctrine, particularly as it is applied by China, on the other hand, places 

a strong emphasis on speed, autonomy, flexibility, and technological integration. This 

flexible strategy was demonstrated by Pakistan's deployment of portable cyber units, 

electromagnetic pulse (EMP) weaponry, cluster drones, and AI-enabled spying tools. 

These instruments are built for high disruptive capacity, operational autonomy, and quick 

deployment capacity. These smaller devices performed better in a combat denoted by 

electronic dominance and critical engagements. 

 

Cost-Efficiency and Operational Sustainability 
A distinguishing feature of Pakistani defense system was its cost-effectiveness and 

operational sustainability. Pakistan’s defense technology which was basically imported 

from China and altered indigenously, imparted cost-effectiveness while maintaining 

performance, India’s use of western equipment incurred sizeable monetary and repairs 

costs. Chinese economical gadgets like Wing Loong II drones and BeiDou rendered 

outstanding performance. On the contrary, India experienced interruptions and 

constraints during the war maneuvers owing to its reliance on original manufacturers for 
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essential renovations and repairs.  

 

Interoperability vs Sovereignty 
During the war, India also faced problems related to digital autonomy, which mainly 

depended on the Western suppliers of defense equipment. This reliance might have 

limited India's capacity to fully put into practice its weapons during the 2025 conflict, 

particularly when the United States took a cautious approach to prevent confrontation 

with China (Pant & Bommakanti, 2025). 

China's strategy, on the other hand, gave Pakistan integration with Chinese 

communication, satellite, and cyber capabilities in addition to almost complete 

operational independence. Pakistan was able to carry out its military operations without 

strategic intervention or restrictions from its technology providers owing to its digital 

autonomy. 

 

War Outcome as Technological Verdict 
The results of this war were obvious: the force that was able to handle information 

appropriately, incorporate decentralized combat tactics effectively and assimilate 

automated equipment professionally emerged victorious. Even though India owned 

bigger military might, Pakistan transformed the dynamics of war in the contemporary 

world. In this context, conquest of Eastern weapons over Western technologies has 

implications that extend beyond the region.  

Pakistan’s victory over India exhibits a sheer transformation in the balance of defense 

apparatus in the world, demonstrating that China is not only gaining dominance 

economically and geographically but also in the domain of defense equipment. It also 

nullifies the concept that Western defense technologies are superior to the Eastern 

technologies, chiefly in circumstances when combat necessitates flexibility, swiftness, 

and autonomy in decision-making (Malik, 2025). 

 

Implications for Regional and Global Security 
Although the duration of this war was very brief, it surely had a lasting impact on 

regional as well as global dynamics of defense. Apart from having instant impacts on 

Pakistan and India, this war brought noteworthy transformations in tactical policy, 

coalition practices and the future course of military power. In terms of deciding military 

success, it most significantly validated the rise of a new model in which digital 

supremacy and technological capability gradually surpass traditional power structure. 

 

Strategic Recalibration in South Asia 
The biggest immediate effect of Pakistan's victory was a substantial shift in the balance 

of power in the region. India, long seen as South Asia's leading power, was compelled to 

review its purchasing strategy, diplomatic position and defense philosophy. India's 

inability to successfully match Pakistan's technological advantage revealed serious 

weaknesses in its command, control, communication, and intelligence infrastructure, 

even while it maintained its financial and nuclear supremacy (Kapur, 2025). 

Pakistan acquired strategic prestige and negotiating strength in regional as well as 

international forums as a result of its achievements. In addition, the conflict dispelled 

long-existing skepticism over its military prowess and restored its role as a key regional 

geopolitical actor, although in an unconventional manner. In the meantime, nations like 

Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka started to see China-aligned ideologies and 

technologies as more appealing alternatives for conventional Western assistance (Raza, 
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2025). 

 

U.S. and China: Evolving Roles and Perceptions 
The US strategic dependability in South Asia was put to the test during the conflict. Even 

while India and US were becoming closer through defense agreements and Indo-Pacific 

collaboration, India felt restricted by the United States' partial involvement in the war. 

The US's hesitation to openly support India in order to anger Beijing exposed the limits 

of its loyalty under its present strategic ambiguity approach.  

China, on the other hand, became a strategic facilitator as well as an unspoken ally of 

Pakistan. China emerged as a reliable coalition partner with Pakistan, providing all kinds 

of support to its ally during the war without directly getting involved in the conflict. 

China’s indirect involvement in this conflict is going to change the perception of the 

world that favors silent but effective supporters over verbal but hesitant associates. 

 

The Globalization of Proxy Warfare 
The most important aspect of this conflict was the emergence of technically innovative 

proxy war. This war established the fact that future wars between super powers might be 

fought through allied nations, possessing advanced technologies without deploying 

massive troops and heavy equipment, as China and the United States did in India 

Pakistan war of 2025.  

Moreover, the war between Pakistan and India exhibited the crucial role of advanced 

technologies in the current geopolitics. The resources of war have been diversified from 

AI to misinformation campaigns and from cyberspace to outer space, leaving 

conventional armed forces desperately attempting to adapt. (Cheema, 2025). 

 

Conclusion 
The India Pakistan war 2025 is considered as landmark in the present conflicts and the 

history of geopolitics, redefining what success means in the age of technological 

innovations. In this combat, the merging of AI, mechanized structures, digital skills and 

precision automated interruptions appeared more decisive than mere military strength 

and conventional weapons. Pakistan’s victory over India, was due to Chinese help in 

technological domain as well as indigenous creativity that exhibited the efficacy of 

resilient, network-centered strategies.  

On the contrary, India’s dependency on imported weapons and obsolete policies 

demonstrated critical susceptibilities when confronted with quickly developing, intricate 

threats. The war unveiled the fragility of US coalitions in Asia from a geopolitical stance 

and demonstrated China's expertise in exercising influence through high-tech proxies. It 

also indicated the start of an international tendency where secondary powers influence 

the tussle amongst super powers. 

Finally, India Pakistan war 2025 challenges the conventional armed forces structures and 

induces those in command to concede that power will be determined by operative 

flexibility, mastery over information and strength and adaptability of the system. The 

nations which can anticipate, interrupt, overthrow their enemies through the mastery of 

the electromagnetic, cyber, and intellectual realms - instead of depending on mere 

military might - will be the winners of future combats. 

 

References  
Allison, G. (2017). Destined for war: Can America and China escape Thucydides’s trap? 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 

http://www.thedssr.com/


 

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR) 
www.thedssr.com 
 
ISSN Online: 3007-3154 
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 
 

Vol. 3 No. 11 (November) (2025)  

332  

Chandran, N. (2023). China’s arms exports and strategic partnerships: The case of 

Pakistan. Asian Security, 19(1), 23–41. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14799855.2023.1903254 

Cheema, H. N. (2025). Threads of Influence: Reframing the 2025 Indo-Pak 

Confrontation as a Proxy Showcase of US and Chinese Strategic 

Doctrines. Review Journal of Social Psychology & Social Works, 3(2), 1041-

1049. 

Davidzon, I. (2020). The Nuclear Weaponization and the Patterns of Conventional 

Warfighting. In Patterns of Conventional Warfighting under the Nuclear 

Umbrella (pp. 115-150). Cham: Springer International Publishing. 

Fair, C. C. (2020). In their own words: Understanding Lashkar-e-Tayyaba. Oxford 

University Press. 

Farooq, A. (2025). India’s Technological Ascendancy in South Asia: Strategic, Security, 

and Geopolitical Challenges for Pakistan. 

Haroon, S., Hanif, S., Butt, H., & Salman, M. (2025). The 2025 Indo-Pakistan Crisis: 

From Pahalgam Attack to Ceasefire. ASSAJ, 3(02), 748-755. 

Hussain, M., & Ali Naqvi, S. I. (2025). Indo-Pakistan rivalry and integrated ring 

balancing: prospects and challenges to regional stability in South Asia. Asian 

Journal of Political Science, 33(1), 74-91. 

Kania, E. B. (2019). Battlefield singularity: Artificial intelligence, military revolution, 

and China’s future military power. Center for a New American Security. 

https://www.cnas.org/publications/reports/battlefield-singularity 

Kapoor, R., & Raghavan, V. (2025). Cyber vulnerabilities and strategic paralysis: 

Lessons from the Indo-Pak war. Indian Defence Review, 40(1), 77–92. 

Kapur, S. P. (2025). Technology, strategy, and deterrence: Lessons from the Indo-Pak 

conflict. Strategic Analysis, 49(2), 157–172. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09700161.2025.11763244 

Khalid, U. (2025). The Digital Battlefield: A Comparative Analysis of AI-Driven Cyber 

Warfare in the US and China and Its Implications for Pakistan’s National 

Security. ASSAJ, 4(01), 64-76. 

Khan, F. H. (2022). Pakistan’s evolving military doctrine: From minimum deterrence to 

full spectrum. Journal of Strategic Studies, 45(3), 367–390. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01402390.2022.1162376 

Kronstadt, K. A. (2025). India-Pakistan conflict: Strategic implications for the U.S. 

Congressional Research Service Report No. 45673. 

https://crsreports.congress.gov 

Malik, G. V. (2020). Network centric warfare. 

Malik, N. A. (2025). Flames across the Line: A Strategic and Tactical Analysis of the 

May 2025 India-Pakistan Conflict. Annals of Human and Social Sciences, 6(3), 

01-16. 

Pant, H. V., & Bommakanti, K. (2025). India’s strategic dependence on the West: 

Lessons from the 2025 conflict. Observer Research Foundation Issue Brief, 124, 

1–12. https://www.orfonline.org/research/issue-brief-124 

Pant, H. V., & Joshi, Y. (2020). India and the evolving geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific. 

Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-54443-1 

Raza, N. (2025). South Asia after the 2025 war: Strategic shifts and alliance 

realignments. Asian Affairs, 56(3), 245–263. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/03068374.2025.1180921 

http://www.thedssr.com/


 

Dialogue Social Science Review (DSSR) 
www.thedssr.com 
 
ISSN Online: 3007-3154 
ISSN Print: 3007-3146 
 

Vol. 3 No. 11 (November) (2025)  

333  

Rizvi, H. (2021). Pakistan’s indigenous defense industry and strategic autonomy. 

Defense Journal of South Asia, 6(2), 55–71. 

Satti, A. P., Naeem, H., Niazi, A. K., Afzal, H., & khan Jalali, H. A. (2025). Comparative 

Analysis of 1965 and Indo-Pak 2025 Conflict. ASSAJ, 4(01), 2350-2369. 

Small, A. (2015). The China-Pakistan axis: Asia's new geopolitics. Oxford University 

Press. 

Smith, J. M. (2025). The limits of American power: Strategic ambiguity and alliance 

dilemmas in South Asia. Brookings Foreign Policy Brief, 78, 1–14. 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/us-alliances-and-ambiguity 

 

http://www.thedssr.com/

